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I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your faver of the ll 
Ultimo, It gives me great pleasure to find that the firm & gallant 
Conavct of the Troops which fought under my hound in the late action 
with the Indians is so justly appreciated by the Government they are 

deserving 2 
certainly d####bdk#of every praise which has been bestowed upon then. 
As I am fully convinced Sir that you take an interest in the feme of all 
the persons who served upon that occasion I must beg leave to cali your 
attention to the enclosed declaration of a considerable majority of the 
Officers of the 4th U, States Regt. & to the individual declaration Certi- 
ficates of several of them - By these it will be seen how far the ota 
action deserves the epithets of Complete Surprise & honrible butchery - it 
will be seen also that notwithstanding the Suddenness of the Attack 4 
thet a few men were killed or wounded in the Companies which were first 
attacked before they were #84% completely found that this was nevertheless 
in such a state of preparedness as to be a (illieg.) gound until releif 
was brought to them and that it is a matter of great uncertainty whether 
the Indians derived the: best advantage from their perfidy. With respect 
to the ground upon which the Troops were encamped, altho it was favorable 
to the approach of the I,dians from the quarter upon which the attack 
was commenced it united every other advantage excepting that of a 
Sufficient space(?) of secure ground for Cavalry to act upon - This was 
only to be found upon the two flanks, In front not a single iigdsh 


impediment nor a (illeg.) of a tree presented itself for a very considerable 
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distance - Covered indeed with long grass & two unfit for Cavalry to charge 

upon but sufficiently firm for any evolutions of Infantry. This was 
withdrew 

evinced by the conduct of the Indians who ###Héus themselves entirely 

to the flanks as soon as the light began to shew itself. I have the 

Honor also to enclose herewith a paper containg some resolutions adopted 

by the Company of Kentuckey Volunteers who served under Capt. Genisse ~ 


this Company & Capt Bactors were the two which received the first fire# 


of the Indians My reason for troubling you with them is to shew what 


opinions they entertain of the ### (ille g) whose (illegO exempted 
eee their cowardly were butchered. 

Captn. Snelling the Commdt of Fort Harrison errived here some days 
ago & two days after him some Indian Chiefs bearing a skull from the 
Kickapoos & Winebegos the same in substance with that which I had the 
honor to transmit by the last mail - The Captain says that he was informed 
Confidentially by a Wea Indians that the disposition of the Kickapoos é& 
Winebagos was not by any means such as they wished us to suppose it to 
be thet many of them still believed in the Prophet who had essured rc that 
his want of Success in the late action was caused by an accident of an 
uncommon Kind, that many of them beleived that they would all die as 
soon as the Prophet was put to death He further said that he had heard 


some of them say that if their offer to make peace vas not speedily accepted 


& themselves releived from the miserable situation in which they were 


placed that they were determined to make the white people suffer also by 


attacking the frontiers It is but just however to observe that the Kick- 


appo Orator warned the Captn. not to give certain confidence to every 


thing that the Miamis asserted. they the Kickapoos believed to be secretly 


ee ee 


their enemies, that the repentence of the gneater part of them is not 
sincere, that they regret the want of success rather than the 
Commission of the crime 

I have the Honor to be most K spectfully Sir your Huml Servt 

I must confess that I have beleaved until corrected by a late 
conversation with Captn Barton Lt. Goding that there Company suffred 
much more severely before they were (illeg.) that I now find they did - 


& the the observation in my official account of the action ###i/#HH 


{Rategeyeral of the men had to contend with the enemy in (illeg, three 


words) in that a solitary instance of the (illeg two war ds) occured & 
that is Genisees Company 

The Honble 

Williem Eustis Esqr 


Secy of War 


Head Quarters N.W. Army 
Franklinton Jany. 7th 1812 
Sir, 
You will be pleased to furnish Capts. Alexander & Markle with 
Transportation for such clothing as they may wish to forward to the Head 
rs of the N.W. Army for their respective Companies - the description 


of transportation to be determined by them - 


Dr. Johnson 


As. Dy. AM 


Dr sir 
There are times when such an address as the following would be 
unnecessary perhaps it is now so But I hope under present eppearances it 
4s not emiss 
You have lately buried several of my friends whose deaths leave a 
lesting wound in my feelings But I am not of those who Blame you we are 
your friends who tho silent and measureably out of view that should there 
be occasion would not be wanting towards you or our country or ourselves - 
Should there be a war there are many of my friends (and some of them very 
nee my heart too) & perhaps myself who will Rank in danger we are more 
than willing to trust our all under your auspices - I with anxicusness have 
thought on the occasion - It is not sport with me - we have much depending - 
Your enemies altho they make some loud talk yet I do not think they are : 
numberous -iI have some young friends who will enter the army in case of a 
war In that case I will communicat their names; they will neither 
gasconade nor flinch should they be under your command you may rely on 
them on every point but exper ence (which they must accuire hereefter) 
With high respect 
Lam yr friend & hbl. svt 
John Allen 
Frankfort Ky 
9th Jan 1812 
His Excellency 
Wm H Harrison 


Indiana Territory 


Vincennes 14th Jany. 1812, 


When I found myself so violently & so illeberally attacked by a number 
of the Public spirits at the close of a successful expedition I began 
to fear that a long peace & miserable(?) habits had produced a kind of 
Cathagenian spirit in the Nation to which every unsuccessful General 
would fall a sacrifice Indeed reason to think that the disposition I have 
mentioned prevailed amongst our Citizens a stronger degree than it was ever 
know to do 4n that Ancient Republic ~- Nor their misfortune only wes 
(Alleg.) and success always rewarded, Reflections of this kind almost 
had determined me never more to put on the military habit I find however 
that I had done my countrymen injustice and that the great Mass of them wish 
only for Correct information to induce them to do what was right. This ; 
Conviction & the testimonies of approbation which I have received from 
my eu1ise citizens of the adjacent states have revived all my ardour for 
the service and has determined me to resume the La gare if the Government 
should think me worthy of a commission in the new military establishment. 
I know too well my own dficiencies sir, to believe that I all the 
qualifications which amp necessary for a high military command. In 
the course of my service of seven years however I was not an inattentive 
observer nor neglectful in those studies which appertain to the Military 
Act. And my situation in the General Siaff enabled me to apply to the test 
$46 of experiment those Rules for the Construction of Subsistance the 
Recruiting & manoeuvreing of Neate s which I had acquired from Books. My 
Attachment for military studies was not relinquished with my commission 


in the army and I have omitted no opportunity of acquiking information 


pursuing my favorite study. With regard to the subordinate parts of 
military duty I should blush to think that there was a person in the whole 
army which I iately commanded who could manoeuvre a battalion with more 
exactingss than I could do it myself - diene sir together with an ardent 
zeal for the service of my Country are the grounds upon which I offer 
myself to the Government as a Candidate for a military appointment in the 
Army that i$ is contemplated to reise ~ 

In filling up the appointments for the command of so large a body 
of men as that which it is in contemplation to raise it will no doubt be 
‘found necessary to translate some of the officers from the Old to the new 
Regiments & from them to higher grades, upon thisimpression I have thought 
it my duty to you the merits(?) of Lt. Colo. Mller & Capt Snelling 
the Colo would in my opinion head a Regiment with the greatest propriety : 
He is one of your last deliberate sedate men in whom if the flash of 
genius does not often discover itself it is amply Compensated by Correstness 
of Judgment & solidity of Character to him as is a knowledge by all the 
officers who have spoken with me upon the subject the 4th Regt is indebted 
for the Correctness of its discipline -Capt. Snelling is a hero in the 
field © a gentleman in manners & in principle - Hed# deserves promotion for 
his Conduct in the late action in which he certainly distinguished him- 
self more than any other plattoon officer - I charged the position of his 
company four times in the action and there never was one conducted with 
more bravery & in better o¥der 

There are also some fine young fellows amongst the subalterus of 
the 4th Regt but there are vacancies for most of them & the others 


are so near promotion that I (illegO you they would not wish to be transferred. 


- 


e 


ad 
) re’ the distribution of the appointments it should be conceived 


that A Teritory is entitled to two Companies I beg leave to recommend 

Wm Prince (illeg) as Capts. but if one only should be considered 

sufficient for us I beg leave to racommend Wm Prince as (illeg, two 

lines) 

Henry Dubois for Ensign without troubling you with a particular description 
of each I will only observe sir that they are all men of Honour & 

Sobriety & I pledge myself for their Conduct. they all speak the 

french lenguage (ho bad qualification for Canada) Captn #e## Prince 

& Me Dubois particularly well - The latter is the son of a Gentleman of 
considerable property who was a native of Canada. 

At a time like this when the Government is no doubt in Search of 
Military talents I think it my duty to mention to you Genl Wm Clark of 
St. Louis. I have long Known this Gentleman having served wi h him in 
the army & I have never known one to whom the observation made by Genl 


C Lee in ration(?) to Genl H Lee is more applicalbe ie that he came a soldier 


out of his mothers womb" I do not know that he has the least idea of 


entering the Army but depend upon it he is worth securing - 


I have the Honor to be with great Respect sir Your Hul Servt 


Honble Willm Eustis Esqr 


Sey of War 


a 
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Chamber of the Huse of Representatives 
15th. Jany 1812 


My dear Sir 


I cannot repress the mortification I feel in acknowledging 
the opposition (which you will discover from the publick prints) toa 
resolution adopted by the Kentucky Legislature, to a resolution, (dictated 
solely by feelings of gratitude, ) approbatory of your conduct in the late 
cempaign against the Prophet and his adherents. To wipe off this stigma 

.on our Body by accounting to you for this illiberality, is the object of 
Peni letter - The motion was made and seconded with an enthusiasm perfectly 
novel in the proceedings of deliverative assemblies -The same patriotic 
spirit accompanied it, through its passage in both Houses. & Mr Emmerson 
from Green County, a man wholly destitute of talents, patriotism, and 
character opposed it with an impotency and rancor which has excited for him 
a most unive.‘sal feeling of contempt and indignation - It seems he has been 
an applicant, (under the patronage of Matthew Lyon) for an office in the 
Indiana territory, that he is an old acquaintance of Mr Receiver Ewing 
and corresponds with hin, and that his manifold disappointments in his 
public views have whetted his most bitter hatred towards the administration 
of the general government. 

Under these circumstances, it has not been difficult to account for 
his hostility to you; and well has he been told of these things. Mr. 
Hardin from Nelson appears on the journal in opposition to the Resolution 
This gentleman was silent throughout the debate, except that on taking the 
vote, he observed he had the highest opinion of Governor Harrison, both 
as a general and @ man; but being Sppoced to the current of the administration, 


©) he could not consent to permit this opinion, to aid, in supporting its 


character - 
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Thus you can not detract from either our justice or patriotism 
as a body, trom the injustice of men of this description, acting 
solely from personal considerations. 

A young man, who has been a protegee of Colo. Daviess, has been 
induced by the faction who has the command of his conduct, to misrepresent 
and distor’ transactions with a view to your injury; but the result 
of his tergirersation has completely covered them with shame and him 
with obloguy; if not, infamy. 

Be assured that your friends here will on no occasion hear the 
te of your name without feeling a glow of interest, and that 
interest has, and will continue to treat, as the occasion may warrant, 
any indignity or outrage which the invidious may be disposed to offer it - 

Excuse the trouble I may give you in thus endeavoring to remove a | 
stain, attempted to be affixed on the character of a States, of which 
I boast in being a citizen, and a Legislature of which I am a member - 


Yourg friend 


Samuel Goode Hopkins 


His Excellency Govr. Harrison 
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Vincennes 29th. Jany 1812. 
Sir 

I have the honor to acknowledge the ###ie## Receipt of your favors 
of the 25th. & 26th Ultimo with their enclosures, 

The H norable mention which the President has been blessed to make 
of my own Conduct of this troops 1 commanded in the late action amply 
(illeg.) me for all the falsehoods & caluminious of (illeg.) and party 
writers. My warmest thanks are (illeg.) to the President for the good 
opinion of me which he has been pleased to express and to you sir for 
the polite manner (2?) in which it has been Communicated, 

The Presidents approbation of & his thank. for their good conduct 
have been communicated to the Several Corps which served upon Phe 
Campaign in a General Order - 

I have the honor to enclose a copy of a letter lately received-from 
fAptn. Snelling - It is almost impossible to select the truth from that 
mass of falsehood & inconsistancy with which information derived from 
Indians always abounds. I know the Peter, mentioned by the Captn. and I 
do not think that implicit credit is due to what he says - Howeve: he has 
always been on our side - | 

The people whose horses were stolen last spring & in the Spring of 1810 
by the Potawatimies & Kickapoos who were attached to the Frophet are very 
clamorous for compensation permit me to recommend that $500 be stoped of 
the annuity of each of those Tribes to satisfy those claims. JH also beg 
leave to recommend that helf of the Piankeshaws & as much of the Kickapoos 
annuity bé confiseated by the Govt. in Conse uence of their having permitted 


their warriors to join the Prophet ¢ make war upon us - Considerably more 
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> i than half the Kickapoos were with him & nearly half of the Piankeshaws - 
The Potawatimes ought also to be made to suffer for their Conduct - but 
that Tribe is to large that the Annuity which they now receive is not 
sufficient for them - 


I am with great Respect sir yr. Hbl sert 


The H nble 


fa) 


W lim Eustis Esqr 


Secy of War 


—— oe Ore ee 6 eer OR OF ier) fete OOo 


’ 


13 


To the Editor of the Reporter 
sir 

& Writ er in your paper of ns 14th Inst. under the Signature of 
Washington crisis has given publicity to a charge against me of so foul 
a nature that I have deemed it necessary to produce, & request you to insert 
in yr. paper the enclosed depositions. I had flattered myself that the 
friends of Major Daviess would have been satisfied with the observations 


on the supposed difference between him & myseif Contained in my letter 


-- 


to Genl. Scott and it is with the greatest reluctance that I find myself 


Compelled to publisn any thing furtner upon the Subject - the cause of this 


reiuctance will appear upon reading the afidavits The queries proposed 


by Washington crisis are now ali considered, it was unnecessary to do it 


as the git of the accusation seems to be that Major Daviess was 

sacrificed to my Jealousy & unmilitary orders. Fyom tne affidavits it is 
proved as far as a negative can be proved that no such Jealousy ever existed - 
that there was no cause for it - that whether the order to Charge was a 
proper one or not the proposition to make it came from the Major Hsmself - 
that the number of Dragoons to be employed on it were not di(illeg.) by 

me but left to the Majors Discretion - that some I dividuals belonging to 
other devisions & who heard the order given to the front division were 
surprised & mortified at not peing permitted vo accompany their Major - 

Thav even tne men wnich the Major did employ were enabled to drive off the 
indians who were Rie object of the Charge - and that if the Major had(?) 

hot been distinguished by a White Cappo in all probability he would have 

been alive at this moment - tt is necessary to observe that the front devision 


spoken of above was Composed ## exclusively of the Starf of the 
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Squadron of 15 non Commissioned officers & privates whom ne major 

Had selected from the different troops. immediately Commanded by Cornet 
Balthis but always led by the Major himself. With respect to the pro- 
priety of directing Dismounted Draggons to charge Indians in a Dark night 
it will be admitted by every man who has the least acquaintance with military 
affairs - dragoons whether mounted or dismounted can do no good but by 
Charging to stand on. the defensive with Musquets or Rifles playing upon 
them would be madness - in such a situation to rush upon the snemy - 

to engage him in close conflict is the only alternative 4 if performed with 
resolution & in good order is more Commonly Successful - the employment 
of Dragoons dismounted even in the day time against Columns of INfantry 
armed with muskets & bayonets is no new Idea - indeed it is the 

Surest & best way to break a Column of Infantry with Cavalry to cause a : 
part of them to dismount. it is supposed by many writers that the 
celebrated Count Shulumbough would not have been able to have effected his 
masterly retreat from Poland when with a column of 80,000 infantyy when 
pressed by (illeg) with 10 or 12000 Cavalry if the King had thought of 
making a part of his Cavalry dismount - At the battle of Preston Pans it 
is well known that the Scotch Highlanders Charged English infentry with 
their Swords & defeated them - But it mgy be asked why were not the 
Infantry directed to charge in preference to the Dpagoons? I answer that 
much the greater part of my troops were armed with Rifles which were mani- 
festly more improper for a charge than dragoons who had most excellent 
Swords & Pistols - it is true that there were several Companies of 


musquetry near me - but I was at that moment obliged to take one of them 


15 


to supply a vacancy on the left flank occasioned by a Saipeny of 

Riflemen having fallen back and I durst not make a large opening in 

the line - I was moreoever unacquainted with the position of the 

Indians of whom the Major spoke. it was however near the angle of’ 

the encampment & angles are always weak points - The company which formed 
the left flank of the angle had already fallen back & entirely abandoned 
there position if the Company adjoining it had been ordered from its 
position ea vanancy would have been made which the whole of theIpdians on 
thet flank might have rushed into the camp - the Dragoons were a disposable 
corps or Corps de rescue. It is to be observed that the Indians in cher 
action of the 7. of Novr. Conducted themselves very differently from which 
they have been ever known to do. The rushed up to our lines in large 
bodies by signal from their chiefs fired & then retreated to load again ° 
This was not however universally the case where their were logs or trees 
near to the line they took post behind them « from thence annoyed us - 

it was to run out a party of this discription that Major Bs¢s##s#4# Daviess 
was ordered to charge. From the information which I received from 

Captn. Snelling & others during & after the axtion I was induced to 

believe that the Dragoons did not succeed in dislodging the Indians © 

but that they returned as soon as the Major & Colo White (acting as 

& private were wounded - this I now find was incorrect as soon as the 

I dians find the Dragoons charged upon them#¥g¢iAv##SR# log which Covered 
them and fired on them with their pistols which must no doubt have done 
them considerable damage - This is the account of Lt. Hawkins who was nearer 
to them than Captn. Snelling. Mr. H. also says that the I dians | 


never did return to that spot again which proves that the Subsequent 
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Charge made by the Captn. must have been further to the left. gach mistake 

might easily have occured on such a night. I will Conclude these remarks 

with one reflection - Iét us suppose that I had refused the Major permission 

to charge that had set myself to make other arrangements & that the next 

ball nad found its way to his head as one had just come to that of the gallant 

@ Randolph within a few feet of him. Would it nod have been as easy & 

rather more reasonable for the friend of the Major to Charge me with having 
sacrificed him to my Jealousy by keeping him in a situation so exposed that 

death was in evitable without giving him an opportunit of distinguishing 

himself, In the situation in which 1 found him & his Corps one of two things were 
necessary. He must either have been ordered to drive off the enemy that were 
annoying him or to fall back to a place of safety. I knew of no such place for 

the balls flew into our camp from every direction. When f I ordered the charge 

I did not expect that it Could have been made without loss - the loss as (illeg) was 
as little as Could have been calculated on - That Major D. vaone of these I have 
sufficient cause to regrett 4## independently of that warm regard & (illeg) which 

I really felt for him & wait while supported by the affidavits below I muy be 
permitted to express without being charged with hypocircy. There is some difference 
of opinion between the Gentlemen who have deposed upon the subject of the orders 
given relatively to the Charge and in the circumstances in which we were placed 

it is not to be wondered at ~My own opinion of the transaction is similar to that of 
Mr Homes ie that seeing the Major about to charge with his (illeg) men which 

would (ilieg) the number about twenty five & which were quite as many as could charge with 


order in such darkness. 
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Vincennes 19th. Feby 1812 


‘Sir 


I have the Honor to arena wkad ge the receipt of your letter of the i7th U, timo. 

T have been in expectation of the arrival of some of the Kickapoos, Winebago 
Miami Idians for some time past at this place. I euiaehend that they have been 
stoped by the Severity of the Weather iWhen they do arrive I shall take 
measures for Making a proper Liberation of the Chiefs for ie proposed ¥##s##T# Visit 
to the seat of Government If they. accept the invitation it will be conclusive 
evidence of their peaceable disposition. I do not believe however that either 
the Fgronet or Tec@mseh can be prevailed upon to go. Not at any rate without 
giving a hostage for their safety. Snall this be done? I could get Laplante to 
take upon himself that Character. The information received from Gov. Howard é& 
Govr, Edwards do not indicate a peaceable disposition amongst the Indians in that 
quarter, There is no certain mode obliging them to remain guiet but by Intimidating 
them. The Collection of the appearance of a Collection of Vohenteers or Militia 
would answer this purpose - It is in vain to threaten them unless they see the 
danger - I think it is probable that the Prophit will wait until he hears of the 
Success of Tecumseh $##sHssuss#in raising the other Tribes before he will submit. 
It is my fixed opinion that if the Regular Troops &c at (illeg.) are with or are 
without being replaced by other troops. The idians will again Commence Hostilities, 
unless we can prevail upon some of the I,fluential Chiefs to set out to Washington 
before the troops Move 

I have the HYnour to be with the Highest Respect Sir Yr Hul Servi 
The Honble 
Wm Bustis Egqr 


Secy of War 
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26 
Vincennes 26th Feby 1812. 


Sir 

I have the Honor to enclose you the Copy of a letter received last week 
by express from Captn. Snelling. On the 23rd Ist. an other express arrived 
from him which brought me information of the arrival of his pest of eighty Indians 
Deputies from all the late hostile Tribes (the Shawanoes excepted) on their way to 
this place, They have not yet arrived being detained as I immagine by 
High Waters. I have sent up Barron the Lterpreter to meet them on the frontiers 
to learn the number of each aan tribe to know of the Chiefs why they have 


brought so large a number of their warriors. 


And to propose to them either to send back to Fort Harrison all but a few Chiefs 


from each Tribe - or that the whole of them should deliver up their arms. Prudence 
required that something of this kind should be done particularly as I have 
received a hint from a young men of the Delaware Tribe to be on my guard against 
them - The anecdote of the meeting Mentioned in Captn. Snellings letter is no 
doubt founded on fact. 

Finding that there was very little lead at Fort Knox & being desirous to have 
& quantity of fixed ammunition prepared I purchased about two Days ago 1000 lb & 
drew on in favor of Messrs. Jones & Dubois for one Hundred Dolls the amount of 
the purchase, | 

i fave the Honor to be With great R“spect Sir your Huml Servt, 

Willm Henry Harrison 

the Honble 
Wm Eustis Esqr,. 
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Vincennes 4th March 1812 


I have the Honor to inform you that the Indians Mentioned in my letter of 
the 26th Ultimo arrived at this placeon Saturday last. They delivered up 
their arms without the least hesitation, Yesterday & the day before I met 
them in Council The Kickapoos Winebagos & that part of the Piankshaw 
Tribe which had joined the Prophet & had employed the Weas to march for 
them & a Chief of the latter was the principal orator, He said that the 
whole winter had been occupied in sending Messages to the Different Villages 
of the Potawatimes Kickapoos Miamis & Delawares to Consult upon the measures 
which were proper to be taken in the circumstances in which they were 
placed and that it was unanimously agreed to supplicate their father the 
President for peace - That this was the ardent wish of all those who had 
been lately under the influence of the Prophet that they acknowledged that 
it was the fault of that bad man that the late great calamity had falen upon 
them The principal Winebago Chiet of the party which joind the Prophet was 
present as the representative of his Tribe, I informed him of the mischief 
which has been lately done by his Tribe on the Mississippi & the Apprehensions 
which were entertained of further hostility from them, He has agreed to 
set out immediately for the residence of his Tribe to inform them of our 
having buried the Tomhawk & to bring on one or two of the principal men to 
aoobipany the Chiefs of the other Tribes in their visit to the President 
He has promised candidly to explain to them the cause of the late action 
(in which they lost so many of their warriors) and the artifices which 
were practiced upon them by the prophet to induce them to engage in it.) I 


Have furnished the Chief with a Horse for this expedition & have made him 


to 
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¥ some other presents. I do believe Sir that the Indians are sincere in 

their professions of friendship & their desire for peace and that we shall 

have no further hostilities unless it be from the Winebagos who are so far 

removed as to consider themselves out of our reach - Howaver the Chier 

whom I have sent to them Oe ae me that they will abandon all thoughts of 

| Hostilities as soon as arrives amongst them. Tecumseh has returned and 

| is much exasperated against his Beene for his precipitancy He blames him 
for throwing off the (illeg) before their places were (illeg) He sent me 
a short speech informing me of his return & thet he was now ready to visit 
Bike rent dent - I have informed the other Indians that he may go heh them - 

| but not as their leader. The unanimously & vehemently declared that they 
would never more listen to him. TheKickapoos say that they have reenterred 
our people who fell in the late action. I assure you sir that nothing can 
be more humble & submissive than these people appear to be. I would however 
beg leave to recommend that no military arrangements which were Before 
thought necessary be intermitted on that account ~ but that the Rangers at 

| least may be put upon duty until the Chiefs are on their way to Washington 
i hope to leave them assembled at Fort Wayne for that purpose early in Arpil - 


I have the honer to be with Hé## great Respect Sir yr Hb] Sert 


(Probably to Eustis) 
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Vincennes 16th March isle 

Sir 

Colo M, lier having informed me that you are designated to command the 
Detachment which I have requested him to sned to the spot which was the scene 
of the 7th of Nov to ascertain whether the Kickappos have (as they assure) 
reintered our brother officers & soldiers who were Killed upon that 
occasion I have directed Mr Bréunvidne the Interpreter to attend you. At 
Fort Harrison where you are to embark on the River you will take with you such 
of the Indian Chiefs & others as Mr Brownville will recommend It is parte 
Mehler desirable that you should have with you the old Chief Jcseph 
Renard(?) and one or two of the Wea Chiefs, some of the Chiefs must 
accompany you and you may also offer to take up to Tippecano their goods 
which they have lately received here -I recommend that no whiskey be taken in 
the boat at all for should the I,dians you may take with you get any & it 
will be almost impossible to Keep them from it they will prove very trouble- 
some - It is probable that Joseph Renard will not have arrived at Fort Harri- 
son before you get there but he sholita Certainly be waited for é& indeed you 
ought not to go without him & it will be proper also to Keep him with you 
until you set out on your return - I believe there is not the least danger 
of any treachery from them but shouid any be attempted you having the old 
Chief & some of the women & children with you will be a sufficient Security - 
I have sent a Messages to the stone eathn( 7?) to accompany you & it is 
desirable that he should do so as his fidelity can be certainly relied on 
it will be proper to take some provisions in the boat Sr the Indians who 
go with you. 


Capt. ©. Fuller, 4th U.S. Regt. 
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War Dept 


May 14, 1814 


Your letters of April 17th & 22nd have been received. 


Believing that no further hostilities were to be expected from the 

I dians, on the 4th of April Lieut Colonel Miller was ordered with the 4th 
Regiment to Dayton, (destined cor Detroit) on the arrival of Capt Taylors 
company at Vincennes. From recent accounts of further outrages, it is 
expected that your Excellency may have found it necessary to detail the 
4th, Regt. and an order is inclosed for Co}, Miller to suspend hid march, 
until you may be satisfied that the rangers & regular troops under Colonel 
Russell and the recruits which are raising in the Territory for the 
additional army are equal to the protection of that fronters, 

Genl. Winchester, whose headquarters are at Lexington Ky. has been 
ordered to furnish such assistance as may be in his power, should 
additional troops become necessary. 

I have te honor to be Sir, Your Excellencys Obt. Servant 

We Eustis 
His Excellency 
William H, Harrison 


Vincennes, 
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Inspector's Office 

Washington May 14th. 1812 
sir 

You wifl consider the order from this Offée of April 4th. so far 

countermanded as to Authorize your remaining at Vincennes subject to the 
direction of Governor Harrison, so long as he may desire your services in 
that quarter necessary, when you will proceed to Detroit, reporting to 
this office the time of your march - 


I have the honor to be Very respectfully sir yr. Huml. Servi. 


(illeg.) 
Adj. & INspeetor 


Lt. Col. James Miller 
Comg. a Detacht. 4th. Kegt Infy 


Vincennes = 
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Vincennes 3rd June 1812 


sir 

I had the Honor this day to receive yr. favors of the 13th & 14th 
INst. By the same conveyance I also heard from Colo. Russell who is gone 
to the Red banks on the Opio to meet the Compy of Kentucky Rangers & March 
them across ie that place- The Colo in his letter to me says "My own opinion 
has always been to defend the frontier in the best manner for the safety 
of the inhabitants is always to carry the war into their own Country é should 
you sir be able to ascertain the forces(?) that are now friandly I should 
without being better informed deem it my duty embody the Rangers & our 
Compy. of the troops & move against them & burn & distroy any such town,” 

If Colo. Russell has any instructions to commence offensive operations 
I should be thankful to be informed how far it is expected that my opinion 
& advice are to govern or control his measures. I do not by any means 
wish to throw any responsibiliyt that the Golft. should think roper to 
impose upon me but it appears to me that unless the Colo. posses instructions 
very different from these which I Mmve had the honor to receive which 
(illeg) I could not sanction or could permit such a decisive step as he 
talks of = But us any advice or assistance of (illeg) be deemed of 
importance to the Colo or to any other person to whom hay be committed of 
repelling or Chastising the Indians I beg leave to assure you sir that iv 


shall be affered with frankness& cander - 


I have etc. 


(To Bustis) 


i 
| 
| 
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Cincinnati (Ohio) July 7th. 1812 

Sir, 

I left Vincennes on the 19 Ultimo for the purpose of Receiving and 
Arming those Regiments of Militia in the Kastern division of the 
Territory - With respect to the Indians nothing worthy of notice has 
occurred p.eviously to my departure and subsequently to my last 
communication excepting the arrival at Fort Harrison of thirty Kickapoos 
Winebagoes and Shawanoes who from thence sent me a Speech full of 
professions of Friendship towards the United States and seraaataly 
desiring me to send them some Corn to prevent their families from S,arving. 
They informed me also that twenty Potowatimies had set out seventeen days 
before to commit Murders on the KasKaskias road. The substance of my 
answer was that their professions of Friendship could not be believed sincere 
when they admitted that they had suffered a small party to pass their Camp 
(containing seven hundred Warriors) with the avowed intention of committing 
Hostilities upon our Citizens and that they could calculate upon no assistance 
from us until all the murderers of our people were delivered up." I pointed 
out to Colo “ussell a route by which a detachment of Raingers might possibly 
intercept the War party, but I think highly probably that no such party is 
out and that the story is a Fabrication of the Indians who commthicated it 
for the purpose of inhancing their merit with us. There is no doucst of the 
truth of that part of their speech describing the extreme distress which 
prevails amongst them from the want of provisions - They have no Corn 
and their hunting Ground being confined to a comparatively small district 
and that woo not the best for Game they are obliged oc live on Roots and 
Bark - Under these Circumstances it is not probable that they will Hé¥4# 


leave their Families to make a stroke in a considerable body, I am therefore 
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no longer apprehensive for Vincennes until the roasting ear season. But 
it is very probable that a vew hundred might be prevailed upon by their 
British allies to reinforce the army that is said to be collecting to 
oppose Genl, Hull if it were not from the appreRension of leaving their 
families exposed to be captured by an Expedition from Vincennes. From this 
circusstance I consider the accumulation of a smali force at Vincennes as 
forming a very useful division in favour of General Hull. A Company of 
U States Infantry and another of Rangers under Capt Perry are now here 

on there way to Vincennes b order of Colo Russell In addition to the 
force which the Colo has u.der his immediate command I have directed the 
Colonels commanding the Regiments of Militia in the Vicinity of Vincennes 
to furnish him with any number of men he may call for. As my family are at 
this place and there appears to be no immediate necessity for being at 
Vincennes I shall not return until towards the last of the present month, 
employing myself in the mean time in assisting to Discipline the three 
Regiments of Militia which border on this state the farthest of which is not 
more than sixty miles from this plece - Shouid you have any orders for me in 
that time + must recuest them to be-sent to the office here, but es it is 
possible that some Event way precipitately recall me to Vincennes I must 
ask the favour of having a duplicate sent thither - 


_ 


I have the honor to be very R spectfully your obt Sert 


Willm Henry Harrison 


Honbl 
William Eustis Esar 


secretary of Viar~ 


Cincinnati July 8th 1812 
Sins 


I have the Honor to ackno. ledge the Receipt of your Circular letter 


of the llth Ultimo and have dispatched a speech to the Ghiefs of the several 
Tribes within the Indiana Territory requiring them to meet the Commissioners 
at the appointed time and place JI fear however that an arrangement vhich 
hes been made by General Hull to assemble them at Brownstown near Detroit 

on the 18th Inst will prevent thehr attendance at Piqua at the timeproposed 
(illeg.) invitation to the Chief given by Geni Hull came to my Knowledge 
incidentally a few days ago. 

Having been informed by Colonel Geiger Capt Wells's Father in law, that 
he (Wells) intended shortly to resig his appointment and return into 
Kentucky and believing that in the present critical state of our Indian 
affairs that the public Service would be benefitted by his remaining some 
time longer at Fort Wayne and thinking also that it would be proper that 
he should be under the Controle of Mr. Stickney whilst he was Herat wrote 
to the latter and informed him that he must consider Wells under his 
immediate orders and thet he should employ him in any menner in which his 
Services might be useful. I have just received an Answer from Mr, 

Stickney in rr is the following curious paragraph (here insert the 
Extract) 

I am convinced, sir, that if Mr. Stickneys statement that he has not been 
informed that he was to receive orders from any other officer than yourself” 
be correct, it has been occasioned by the Extreordinary press of business 

in your office at the time that his instructions were composed, The General 


Reguletions for the Government of the Indian Department published in 1802 
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or 3 by the immediate direction of the rresident, vhich have never been 
rescinded that I know of, presc ibed "that the superintendant, in their 
geveral Territcrics should be responsible for the Cunduct of Indian 
Affaira in the same and that the Agents and Sub Agents should from them 
receivo their instructioas and through them Correspond with tie Depertment 


of Yar. And it was thought important to prescribe a proper Subordination 
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at Fort Wayne manifested some disposition of Hostility against me h 

-made to understand by the Secretary of War that the President would 
retain no one in that office whose conduct was in the least disrespectful 
towards his superior and his thon continuance in office was made to depend 
upon my forgiveness. 

The above regulations have nines been but partially observed, the 
Agents have generally corresponded immediately with the Kur Office, they 
have all however acknowledged their obligation to obey the orders of the 
Superintendant and:it has been reserved for tha Common Sense of ar Stickney 
to discover that no such obligation existed bacause he derived his 
appointment immediately from you. The present situation of Indian affairs 
calling in my opinion not only for the utmost vigilance from the Officers 
in that Department but for harmony and concert in the ir measures, I directed 
Me, Stickney conformably to the ancient regulations of the Cepariment to 
correspond regularly and constantly with me but in order that you might be 
informed without delay of every event of importance he was directed to 
forward immediately to you copies of all his ietters and reports containing - 


such information. The advantages attending this plan are too obvious to 


require enumeration and provided you are promptly and correctly informed 
of the Events passing at Fort Wayne it must certainly be very immaterial 
whither they come ina letter addressed immediately to yourself or in the 
shape of a Copy of one directed to me. It is this order that has wounded the 
pride of Mr. Stickney. H,s8 delicacy is offended by the idea of receiving Orders 
from any other source than one of the principal Departments of Government. 
It appears Lo me to be essential to the public Interest that his error should : 
be imasdiately corrected. For altho Mr. Stickney has kincly offered to 

attend to any communication which I shall make him not inconsistent with his 
orders from the War Department, yet as he evidently assume to stand upon 
ground independent of me hie measures may be in contradiction of mine and 
our interpretations of i structions so different as to produce a jarring — 
and discord mora fatal to the public I,terests than were the intrigues of 
the Enomy. Indeed I have every reason to believe that the construction 
given by Mr. Stickney to his powers hss elready produced mischicf, A tea 
Chief immediately from Fort Wayne told Cept Taylor a few Veeks aso at Fort 
Harrison that he had been informed that I was shortly to be deprived of my 
office. I have no Idea that Mr. Stickney aut orised such a report but I 
em convinced that it had its origin in his assumption of independence in a 
station which the I'“dians well knew had been entirely under my Ccntrole. 

With regard to Wells, it is scarcely necessary that I shouid observe 

to you Sir, that 4 could have no motive but a regard to the public 
Interests to keap him at Fort Wayne. I have before explained to you the 
particular circumstances which made his presence important at that place. 
Hated and feared as he is by a great majority of the surrounding Indians 


he is nevertheless able £yom his influence over a few Chiefs of great Ability 


to effect more than any other person particularly with regard to the now 
all important point of obtaining information ~ Indeed he deserves dome 
credit from the circumstance of the line which seperetes his friends amongst 
the Chicfs from nis Enemies being precisely such as I shou.d designate to 
seperate thosa wh aHCers 'Siends of the United States from those who 
are so in profession only. Such however is the wayward disposition .f the 
man that he began to affect an Indépendence of Ur. Stickney to send dispatches 
to me without his Knowledge and to transmit information vhich had not been 
previously communicated to Nr. Stickney. This wus the cause of my order to 
the latter to take Yells under his direction and to ‘ells to receive and obey 
his I“etructions and through’him only to communicate with me, end it vas my 
4ntention upon the first discovery of any improper Conduct to Stickney to 
have requested his immedicte removal from Ofiice. 

I shall probably see the Commissioness on there way to ‘Lqua and shall 
Cheerfully give them any information in my power. 

t nave the “onor to be with great respect sir your Ubt St, 

wilim Henry Harrison 

fionble 
Williem.custis Bsqr 


Secretary of Kare 


SL 


Cincinnati 6th August 1812 


Sir, 


I have this day received by Express from Governor Scott tha enclosed 
Jotter and I shall immediately obey the Summons. The information received 
a day or two ago from Detroit ig of the moot unpleasant nature, the loss of 
Mackinac will be probably followed by the Capture of Fort Dearborn and the 
suspension of offensive measures by Hulls Army will I fear give great strength 
to the British perty amonst the Indiens - The Arcsemblage of I diene mentioned 
by Gov. Edwards upon the Illinois River is also calculated to excite appree 
hensicns for the safety of the Settlements of Kaskeskias or Vincennes, it 
is however my opinicn that 4t will be the sbject of the British to draw as 
many of the Indians as possible towards Nealden to cut off the cupplies from 
and ultimately to capture G nl. Hulis army - To prevent this, even if there 
should be no real intention of carrying on offensive operations from Vincennes 
or Kogkoaskies, (illeg.) from either or both would be highly useful to 
Keep the Indiens at Home. I shall do myself the Honor to yrite to you from 
Frankfort and communicate the result of the Interview sith Gov. Scott. The 
Camp Equipase, cuarter Master Stores, Rifles, Cavalry Ayns and Equipments 
which were ordered to New Port have not arrived, nor have they been hoard 
of by Major Martin. The diffoulty of settling Dypafts for small sums with 

j 

en account annexed as has been my practice for the contingent accounts has 
induced me to draw on you in favour of the Cashier of the Miami Exporting Company 
for one hundred dollars to pay Expresses and other Expenses of the Kind. 


There is indeed so little demand for Drafts at this time that there is a 
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great probability that money will be wanted for the public service in the 
Weotern Country unless it is sent on from the Atlantic States - 
I have the Honor to be with great Kespect Sir Your Huml Sevt 


Wilim Henry Harrison 


secretary of War @ 
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Lexington 10th August 1812 
Sir, ( IMPORTANT) 

Upon my arrival at Frankfort on Seturday last I was fevoured by Gov 
Scott with the perusal of a late communication from Gov. Edwardes covering a 
number of Docurients which unequiuccally prove the existence# of a Combination 
amongst the Indian Tribes more formidable then eny previous one. And as the 
only obstacle to the Commencement of offensive operations on their part 
(the want of Ammunition) has been removed by the taking of Macinac I have 
determined to order four Compeny of Iadiana Militia to March from the Counties 
bordering on the Uhio to Vincennes and they will soon be folloved by a 
Reginent from this Sete. ZL have also informed Gov Scott that all the 
remaining part of the Guota of this state wlll be recuired for active 
Service North West of the Ohio. Previdusly to the teking of eny other 
steps however I have thought it proper to recur to you for further 
Instructions and most respectfully to offer you the result of my Reflections 
on the Subject of the Employment of the disposable force in this .uarter 
of our Country. As it appears from your letter of the 9th Ultimo that the 
Government had determbned on offensive measurss against the Belligerent 
Indians the Fact then to be consideied is the nature and extent of those 
measures. ‘Tyo species of warfare have been Ad used by the United States 
in their Contests with the Tribes upon the North Western Frontier, Viz 
rapid and desultory Expeditions by Wounted “en having for their object the 
suprise end destruction of particular Villages or the more tardy but more 
effectual operations of an ipmy composed principably of I fantry penetrating 
the Country of the Enemy and securing the possession by a chain of Posts. 

In the war which was terminated by the Peace of Greenville both 


of those plans were used but the former as auxillia:y only to the latter 


which was regarded as the effectusl means for procuring and 

yeserving peace. If under present Circumstances the Government should 
think properto rely upon desuitory Sxpeditions only they will naturally 
be directed against those Village of the wnemy which ere nearest and” vhich 
of course would most annoy our Settlements - but the divection to be 
given to an arny of the other description rajuires more attentive cone 
sideration, In the present posture of affeirs it appears to me that cone 

of the tvo plens which I have the honor to submit might be acoptec with 
advantage. The first $3 to ¢stablish a Chain of Fosts upon the illinois 
River from the if asissipps to Chicago and ths other to march immediately a 
considerable Body of Troops to Fort wayne. If it were certain that General 
Hull would be able even vith the reenforcement wiiich is now about to be sent 
to him to reduce Malden and retake tin Gino ehsasdesddvberebs tnere wouldbe 
no necessity of sending other Troops in that direction. But 1 greatly 


fear that the Capture of Macinac will give such eclat to the Byitish and 


hi 


Indian arme that the “orthern Tribes will pour down in swarms upon Devrrcit, 
oblige General Hull to act entirely upon the defensive and meet ana perhaps 
overpower the Convoys and reinforcements which may be sent hin. it appears 
to me indeed highly probable that the large detachment whica is now 
destined for his reli«f under Colonel Wolls will heve to fight its way 

- I rely greatly upon the valour of those 7 00P8 but lt is possible that 
the Hyont may be adverse to us and if it is Detroit must fall andwith it 

very hope of reestablishing our affairs in that warter until tho next 
yeax. Iam also apprehensive that the Provisions which are to be sent with. 


Colonel \iclis ara by no moans equal to the supply of the Army for any iength 


of time increased as it will be by this Detachment. They must then depend 


355 


upon sma Lior Convoys which can never reach their destination in Safety 

sf the British and Indians think proper to prevent it, commanding as they 

@o the navigation of the lake the British can with the utmost faci lity 
transfer their Force from one side of it to the other, mest our Detachments 
and overpower them if they are small whilst performing a laborious and 
circuitous march through a swampy Country at any point they think proper. 

To prevent these disasters or to remedy tham should they occur a considerable 
covering army appears to me to be the only alternative. For should any of 

my apprehensions be resllized it is out of the Cuestion to suppose that 
Troops could be collected time enough to render any essential service. 

There are other considerations which strongly recommends the adoption of this 
measure, I mean the situation of Chicago which must be in dang:r and if it 

453 not well supplied with provisions the danger must be imminent. it ig possible 
sir, that every thing may yet go on vell, that no considerable number of 
Indians may be collected at Malden. and that our Detachments and Convoys may 
reach their Destination in safety; the reverse however oppears to me to be 
the most probable, and I am fully persuaded that the opinions and wishes of 
the Feople in the Western Country are unanimously in favour of the most 
vigorous and effectual measuros. Im this state particularly the spirit of the 
people is arrived to the highest pitch end the Government may rely upon their 
utmost efforts. To be furnished with Arms and to be allowed to exert their 
Baergies to reestablish our affairs upon the North Western F ontiers is 
earnestly desired be avery description of person An army going in the 
proposed direction particularly if it was sent to Fort Wayne vould serve as 


a consiierable Check upon the Tribes of the Wabash and those of the Vest and 


South of Lake “Schigen. Supplies could be easily procured in the highly 


& 


cuitivated part of the Ohio between the land and Scioto Rivers. If 
the plan here proposed should be adopted, sous Gisplay of military force by 
way of demonstration wouid be highly useful both at Vincennes and in the 
Neighbourhood Cahokia or 54. Louis. indeed sone Troops are necessary for 
the defence of those places and the adjacent settlements. 

The only objection to tho scheme of crecting a chein of Yost. from 
the i ,esiesipps to Vhicago arises from the lateness of the season which would 
perhaps r nder it impossible ‘to collect the supplies which are necessary for 
the very large force that + is Expediticn would require. it could not be 
underteken with a probability of success with less then 5000 sien... Hi ving in 
the manner proposed the i,dians would be apprised or the oogect and there 
gan be mo doubt that avery efiort would be made to defeat it and as little 
that they would be enabled to collects a force «ut least equal to that which 
I have stated as tine necessary amount forours. If the advanced season 
should prevent the plan from being completed 1% might at least be so far 
effected as to occupy Leoni (an iniportant point) and erect an intermediate 
Post between it and the Mguth of the Illinois River. A Slignt inspections of 
the Map of that Country and reference to the positions of the several 
Tribes will at once expiain the great edvuntage to be derived froma prosecution 
of the plan. It would as completely cover cur settlements as & Ciain of 
Pogts can cover them, and it would have the efYect go highly desirable of 
bringing tno Indian Tribes to a general and decisive action. 

From the enclosed lettor from Capt Wells it appears that the rrophet had 
abandoned all Idea of remaining upon the Wabash and that it was his intention 
to return after making a stroke at our Settlements to the C.untry of the 


Winebagos. 4s the orders of Tecumseh were given however under the {mpression 
; '¢ 


that Malden would shortly fall into cur uands it is highyg probable that 
the procrastination of that Hvent anc the suspension of offensive operations 


as 


upon the part of O_neral Hulls Army hes inspired other hopes and given 


rise to other schemes - If % sneuid be the case and he remains upon the 
Wabash and neither of the other plans to be executed by the army proposed 


to bo collected at Fort Veyna. With the opinion iL entertain of the situation 
of affairs at Detroit I give a decided preference to the Fort wayne Sxpedition. 
I do think it nig ly probsble that the Indlans heave bein collected in very 
coisiderable numbers to return their friends at Malden, but 1 have no furthe 
Evidence of it nor indeed of the extencive combination which 1£ sugpose 
to exist amongst the Indian Tribes than what or will be before you at the 
time you raceive this. : 

Your favour of the th Inst ZT have submitted to Gov. scott, six. 
Clay, Mir. Bledsce and other conspicucus ‘ridnuds all recommenced that tas 
edministration here and they have I should not put any other part of the 
Troops in motion until I hear from you excepting the few Companies that 
have been ords:ed for the protection of Vincennes Sho ld the Government 


think proper to euthorise the Employment of a lerger terce than the amount 


aye 


of the .vota ordered from % is state no foars need be oniertained of its not 
being obtained, I will pledge mysei?f to raise in ten daye two tiousand men 
for any uxpedition which may be authorised wholly independant or the reguiar 
militia or of the yuota which has been organized. I am Savetnunay solicited 
to suffer independent Companies to bs raised of both Horse and infantry. Jf 
should be thankfui to be informed of the proportion of Cavalry which Iomay . 
comand, It is a description of force to which I am very partial in 


Indian Warfare. If a sufficiency of swords and Pistols cannot be procured 
n 
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I would recommend that some of the Dragoond Companies be armed with the 
Small Rifles now used by the United States Rifle C rps. 
I have the Honor &c. 


Willm Henry Harrison 


Secy of Var. 


Louisville Ky, 18th August 1812 

par, 

The Regiment of Kentucky Volunteae s destined for Vincennes 
fenderzveused at this place yesterday. The pressing Engagements of Gov 
Scott previcusiy to his having his officer which tekes place in a few days, 
and the occupation of Genl Taylors ‘Agent the Pay master of the District 
gt the Rendezvous of the Detachment destined for Detroit, induced the 
Governor to out this Regiment entirely under my Controle and to leave to me 
the prebarations necessary for the prosecution of their March. Amongst 
the most difficuit of these is the procuring the means of making them an 
advance of two Vonths pay. The first has been gotten over by the offer of 
the Bank here to advance the necessary Sum. But as we have no correct 
information as to the precise amount of the two Nonths allowance of Clothing 
it has been determined te pay the men ten dollsrs a peice only. The Pay 
Master of the Regime mnt ie now making the Estimates, which will be forwarded 
by thia or the ensuing Mseil snd the Honey will be procured by drafts drawn 
by him and Indorsed by we. TI have the Honor to enalose his Bond for the 
faithful diechurge of the duties of his office He is personally a stranger 
to me but is highly spoken of and ¢ ai onae of his three Securities are e ual 


he payment of the penalty of the Bond. JZ have the Eoner to enclcse you 
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an faa teaneh letter from Capt Taylor the Commandant of Fort Harrison which was 
sent to me by Express. A Gentleman immediately from Vincennes informs that 
the Citizens there are uoder great alarm and that information reccoived 

from every .Uuarter corroborates the account of the intended attack. I have 
sent off one Company from the Indiana Regiment of Militia adjacent to this 


place and have agreed to dismiss them in a month on condition of their: - 


{ 
‘ 
\ 
' 


| 


£0 


furnishing themselves with Horses. When the Regiment now here reaches 
Vincennes it will be amply sufficient for the defence of that Settlement, 
But I fear that Colo Wilcox will not be able to leave Jeffersonville until 
the 20th I,st. I have not been able to procure any Tents for the Troops 
the Country being entirely exhausted of materials for making them by 
furnishing the anak destine: for Detroit. They are also entarely 
destitute of Canteens. ‘All these drtloles are under stood to be on the way 
from Pittsburg but they have not arrived at New Port on er L5tnsInete "1 

_ have directed Lieut Bryson to forward a proper proportion of the 
Equipments and Camp Equipage as soon as he receives them and I shall heve 
thom escorted to Vincennes by a bees of Militia 'to be left for that # 
purpose. Ne. knere was not more Powder in the arsenal at New Port than the 
quantity hacadeeny to supply Geni. Hulls order I have e¢aused 1000 1b to be 
purchased here, In my letter of the 10th Inst I observed that it had been 
determined in a consultation with the Mriends of ‘the administration that it 
would be better to suspend the marching of any more of the militia of the 
Kentucky guota until your survher. ins structions should be received or some 
further indications oF Hostility upon “the part of the Indians should make 
4t necessary. Upon my return to, Frankfort however & ea further consultation | 
with Gov Scott took place Le aueton @. representation being made by one of the 
Colonels in writ ing stating that it wou.d be utterly impos ssible to collect 
the en ebe: time enough for any offensive operations this fall unless the 

- orders for their assembling should be soon given we both Gmitea in opinion 
that 1% would be necessary even upon the uncertainty of their busi{illeg) 


wanted that a distant day should be appointed for their Rendezvous at three 


él 


different points, the day fixed upon is the lst of September and the 
places designated are Frankfort, Louisville, and Henderson (Red Banks) the 

and 
former for the Cavalry 44 two Kegiments of Infantry; and each of the others one 
Regiment of Infantry. If none or a part only of these Troops should be wanted 
they can be disbanded and the only consequence will be some disappointment 
in the lion, but if they had not been ordered to assemble and there should be 


occasion for their Service some time in Séptember it would have been found 


almost impossible to get them to any distant scene of action until the Season 


for such operations would have been too far advanced. Should the hopes 


which have been formed of the favorable effects of the Council et Piqua not 
be reallised the Government, at the moment which shall ascertain its failure 
will have at its disposal a formidable force reacy to take the Field. And the 
points of Rendezvous have been so fixed ag to give as great a Chain &s 
yas possible as to the direction in which it may be moved. These were my motives 
sir for calling upon Gov. Scott under the aut.ority of your letter of the 
9th Ultimo requesting him to Gall the remaining part of the militia .uota 
of this State to be in readinass to march and Rendezvous as above mentioned, 

Genl. Winchester has accepted of a Troop of twelve Months Volunteerg 
Dragoons from this State, there are two others of that description that have 
tendered themselves to me under Captains Trimble and Quarles. Having no 
authority to accept them I have turned them over to Gov. Scott who will send 
on their Rolls and the names of the officers for Commissions, I have 
assured #kd¢t#Gé# these Gentlemen however that they will certainly be 
imployed. they will serve aither as Dragoons or Mounted Rifle men, 

I have the Honor to be ac 

Willm Henry Harrison 

The Hon 
W Eustis Escqr 


Seey of War 
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Cincinnati 28th August 1612 

sir LHHORTANT 

Before this reaches you a dispatch from the Governor of Kentucky 
to yourself and anether from the Honbie My. Clay to the Secretary of State 
will have arrived at Washington communicating the circumstance which occasions 
my having the Honor to write you from this place. 5 ing at Frankfort on the 
24th Inste makingarrangoments for the eventual march é8# of the residue of 
the Kentucky .uota for the Indians and Michigan B#¥6d Territories an Express 
arrived at that place with dispatches for Gov. Scott containing information 
of Gov, Hulis being shut up in Detroit and the probability of his being 
obliged to surrender uniess immediately relievad. Upon a consultation with 
Gov. Scott it~ vas thought advisable as he was the next day to go out of 
office to watt the arrival of his Successor Colo Shelby and to request 
the advice and assistance of all the public Choracters in the State within 
reach and Expresses wore sent to solicit thelr attendance on the next 
day. The Meeting accordingly took plece consisting of Gov Shelby the former 
Gov Groenup the Speaker of the House of Nepresentatives of the U States, & 
several other Members of Congress, the Judges of the U States and of the 
Supreme Court of the State, Genl Hopkins the Najor General of the Kentucky 
‘Cuota and it was unanimously recommended by Gov Scott to order another 
detachment of the State .uota to follow the one which hed merched under 
Genl (ilieg.) to request me to take the command of the whole and for the 
purpese of removing all diff. rences to give me the Commission of Major Geni. 
by Brevet of the Kenttcky Militia. I could not permit myself to hesitate 
when urged by an autiority so highly respectable especially when assured 


by the large Concouse of the Citizens from all parts of the state which 
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had collected on accountof the inauguration of the new Governor, that it 
was the Unanimous wish of the People of Kentucky that I should do so. Before 
I left Frankfort Gov. “nelby urged the propriety of sending one Regiment 
more to Now Port than was at first intended, And hearing of the fall of 
Dotroit a few miles from that place I sent back and recommended still 
another. ky Command then consists of three Regiments of xentucky Troops 
Colo Welis's Detachment and a Troop of twelve Months Volunteers mak ing 
an aggregate of about 2100 at this place, and three hKegiments of Infantry 
five Troops of Dragoons and 500 Mounted Volunteer Riflemen on their wey to 
join me. Those that first arrive will not however be here before the 50th 
Inst and it will be impossible to get them from here for some days after. 
Until this day I had some hope that the scsount of the fali of Detroit 
wag not true, but a letter that was received a few Hours ago from Messrs 
Worthington and Meiggs to Colo Wella leaves no longer room for doubt. Three 
persons of the .uarter Master Department have returned to riqua who were 
in Detroit when it vas surrendered. The object of the letter from Mesers 
Worthington & weiggs was to request Colo Wells to hasten his March and to 
take the route to Dayton and Yiqua rather than the direct one to Urbana for 
the purpose of relieving Fort Wayne which was said to be in danger of 
an immediate attack, By a Gentleman who has this moment arrived from Piqua 
the taking of Chicago and the Massacre of the Garrison is also put beyond 
doubt. froor Haiis hes also perished in endeavouring to save Capt Heald with 
his Company. | 
i shall march Tomorrow id rning with the T,oops that I have here taking. 
the route to Dayton and Piqua. The relief of Fort Waynewill be my first 
ob ject and my after operations will be governed by eircumstance until I 


receive your directions. 


Le 


Considering my command as merely provisional I shall cheerfully conform 
to any other arrangement Which the Government may think proper to make. The 
Troops which * have with me and those vhich are coming on from Kentucky 
are perhaps the best materials for forming aon army that the world has 
produced. But no equal number of Men were ever collected who knew so 
Little of Military discipline, nor have I any assistance that can give me the 
least aid if even there were time for it but Cart (illeg.) of the 4th 
Regimant who wes left here sick and whom I have appointed Deputy Adjutant, 
General until the pleasure of the President can be Known. He is well 
yualified and I hope the appointment will be confirmed. You may rely upon 
my utmost Exertions but the confusion which exists in every department 


connected with the Army is such es can only be expected from Men who are 


per:ectly new to the business they are engaged in . No arms for Cavalry 
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have yet arrived st New Port and I shall be forced to put iyskets in the 
hands of all the Dragoons. I have written to the Quarter Master at Pittsburg 
to re juast nim to forward ell the supplies of arms Equipment and Cuarter 
Masters Stores as soon as sessible. J have also requested him to send down 
@ few peices of Aytiliery without waiting for your Order and wait your 
instructions as to a further number. There is but one piece of A tillery 
an Iron found pounder any where that I can hear of in this Country. if it 
intended to retake the Posts we have lost and raduce Malden this Season, 
.the Artillery must be sent on as soon as possible. There is no longer a 
possibility of getting money for Drafts in this Country the Pay. Maater Genl. 
taylors Deputy) still continues to act, and t have been obliged to agree 


with the Bank here called the Miami Exsorting Company that the U States 


Shall be at the expences and yisk of sending on the specie for the drafts 
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that are now given for the pay of the Tvoops that are coming on and for 
the Cuorter Masters Department. I think it proper however to state that 
until very letely Gen Tayler has made the Bank pay a premium of one and one 
and a half per Cent on all his Bills. ff will obtein a particulur statement 
from the Bank in order that he may be charged with it. VYerwit me to 
recommend that the Minies received here by the Receiver of the land office 
be deposited in the Bank of the Hiami Exporting Company. 1% is now sent 
to Lexington and the Bank here is quite as safe as that of Lexington. Tf 
herewith enclose a receipt of the Surgeon and another of the «uarter Master 
of the Regiment which is gone to Vincennes for supplies furnished them. The 
bonds given by the Pay Master and .usrter Master were found after they came 
into my possession not to have been Witnessed. They were sent on to 
Vincennes to have the mistake rectified and will be forwarded to the Var 
Office, I wrote this, Sir, under the inconvenience of considerable 
interruption, when I advance a few days I will do myself the Honcr to 
communicate all the information which I raceive, My opinion of the state of 
Affairs and submit the result of my reflections as to the course to be 
pursued, 
I have the Honor to be dc 

Wiiim Henry Harrison 
The Honbl 
Ww. Eustis Esqr 


Ssecy of War 


== 
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Cincinnati 29th August 1812 

Sir 

I did myself the Honor to write to you Yesterday and dispatched the letter 
by an Sxpress thinking that he would be able to overtake the Mail at 
Chillicothe. The Typoops marched this morning for Piqua, I shall follow and 
overtake them Tomorrow. Another latter was received from General Worthington 
last Evening covering one from Capt Rhea of Fort Wayne stating that a large 
body of Indians wore neay the Port and he expected to be wekecked that 
ht. J shall lose not a moment in marching to his relief and I think more 
than probable that we shall Inve to encounter ail the Indiens who assisted 
et the taking of Detroit, those to whom Chicago was surrendered and se very 
jarge number of others who will be #4 induced by the fame of their Exploits 
to join the hostile party. 

Permit mo to racomiend that a considerable supply of Tents Swords and 
Pistols, Camp Kettles, Cartridges boxes rifle flints and artificers tools 
of every description be forwarded immediately as well as the Artillery and 
every species of s# ordinance Stores ~ Medicine Instruments and hospital 
stores of every déscription will also be wanted for the large force hich it 
will recuire to reinstate our affairs upon the North Western Frontier. It 
ks important also that some disciplined Tyoops should be sent here, a 
company of two of artillery and an experienced engineer will be indispensable. 

I have caused a travelling forge to ba prepared and ammunition W,ggons 
are now building + It appeared to me Sir that it was necessary that some one 
should undertake the general direction of affairs here and I have done it -- 
the Critical situation of affairs in this country in my opinion authorised 
a departure from the common line of procedure (to wait fer orders) and should 
it be considered by the Government to have bean improper I shall I hope be 
pardoned for the purity of my intentions. 


You may rely upon it Sit that the Vestern Country was never so agitatad 


oe 
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by alarm and mortification as at this time. 
I have the Honor to be with Great Respect Sir Your Humble Servant 
| (signed) Wilim Henry Harriscn 
The Honble 
William Bustic Esur + 


secretary of var 


& 
Piqua (on the Big Miami) 

No. 16. Septr 3rd. 1812 
Sir 

Your Lotter of the 22nd Vltimo with the accompanying Documents reached | 
me Yesterday by ean Express from Lexington. Iam honored and gratified by 
the appointment which the Fresi ent has conferred upon me and I must 
reyuest you Sir, to present to him my Sincere acknowledgments for this 
renewed Instance of his confidence in my Zeal and Patriotism. Under present 
Circumstances however I trust I shall be forgivan for postponing my docision 
as to the acceptance of the appointment for until I receive your further 
I‘structions. My letters to you from Cincinnati will have explained my 
situation h re and the information of the fall of Detroit will no doubt 
cause other arrangements than those which wera in contemplation when ree 
letter was written. I have therefore thought it advisable not to vary the 
destination of that part of the Kentucky Troops which you were informed 
were coming on in aid of the Detachment which marched under Genl Payne vhich 
appears from a letter received from Genl Winchester to be consigned to him, 

i arrived here on the Ist. Inst. I found the whele Country in 
dreadful alarm on account of the fall of Detroit and Chicago and the 
suppose investituing of Part Wayne by the Indians. Seven hundrod Hounted 
Volunteers have been assembled for the purposes of relieving it and had 
advanced as far as the St. Marys twenty five Miles from this but they have 
after several ineffectual attempts by the Commissioners to net them to 
advance at length declined 49 until they could be reinforced. As soon as 
this was ascertained I dispatched an Express for Aliens select Rifle Regt. 


fveh one of Paynes Brigade and it has this moment errived. 


&9 


I have given Colo. Allen (one of the most distinguished Citizens of 
Kentucky) orders to take the Command of the Volunteers end Carrards Toop 
of Dragoonsand endeavour to force hie way to Fort vayne. His force will 
amount to 1600 Men and I hope will be fully eguel to the dispersion of 
the Indians. It is however impossible to ascertain their fotfces every attempt 
which has been made to reach Fort Wayne by the Commiesioners for some days 
past has been ineffectual even with the assistance of the friendly Indians 
at this place. I should hav ¢ encreased &llens force with another 
Regiment at least but for the want of fixed ammunition. Upon my arrival 
at Cincinnati I found but 12000 Cartridges and the T oops had been in motion 
without any means being adopted to procure a supply other than that of the 
Arsenal which yielded from 1600 to 1500 per diem only. On Sunday last 
however the Citizens offered me their Services to make Cartridges and I 
left them progressing rapidly. On Mnday last i am informed 12000 set out as 
I had directed in a Light waggon, they have net yet arrived. When they do 
arrive another Detachment will be sent after Colonel Allen and the 
yemaining part of Paynes Brigade will follov on the same route as far as the 
St Hevy's. I have ordered Allen to reconnitre to a considerable distance 
in his front with Mounted Men and should he discover that the Enemy are 
superior in number to hie T,cops to fortify a Camp and send back to apprise 
Genl. Payne ghd or Winchester, who will be here Tomorrow, of his aituation. 
Upon a reforence to the Commissioners to ascertain the disposition of ths 
Indians towards us J am informed that all but those which are here must be 
considered as Hostile excepting the M,emais who are still wavering. I have 
therefore determined to commence offensive operations against them, immediately 


and to make a sweeping blow at them begining with the Prophet at Tippacannoe 
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and extending 1t up that river to the Villages of the Potawatinis upon it 

and the head waters of the Illinois. The lateness of the Season in:kes it 
necossary that 4% should be done by Mounted Mon unencumbered with any other 
Buggage than what they carry upon their own Horses. I calculate upon a 
purficiency of Men being obtained 6G that description that will serve for 
thirty dsys with no other reliance for pay than the bounty of the Government. 
Iam unable at this moment to give you the particulars of my plan for the 
Expedition and my Arrangements for the other parts of the Frontiers. My 
Rendezvous is fixed at Dagton on the 15th Inst and my route such a one eas 

the great hopes of effacting a complete surprise which could not be expected 
either down the Wabash from Fort Wayne or up it from Vincennes. With regard 
to my own situation Sir, I assure you the Baw @ Rank of Brigadier is highly 
gratifying to me but is the object for which General Winchester was ordered 
to take Command of the detachnent is now unattainable and as my Judgment 
points out the propristy of commencing my operations from this warter I wish 
to know how far I am to be subordinate to him in the main design of regaining 
our lost Territory and taking of Malden. There is in my opinion a necessity 
of having one head in the Western Country to direct all the military M vements - 
It perhaps be preésumptucus in me to compare my military information with that 
of Genl. tiinchester and his extreme solemness(?) of Character will insure 

hin respect and esteam when he is Known, but that happens not to be the case 
either in t is state cr Kentucky. The back Woodsmen are a singuler people. 
thoy ara susceptible of the most heroic atcheivements but they must be taken 
in their own way. From the affection and attachment every thing may be 


expected, but I will venture to say that they never did nor never will perform 


anything brilliant under a stranger. id will venture to add another thing 
also no Gentleman can act in this Country without a personal Knowledge 
of it. Beyond the Surveys there is no map that can be at all relied UpON.e 
I acknowledge that I have no ther claim to the command beyond that of 
other Brigediers but what may be supposed to arise from personal iNfivuence in 
the stetes which are to supply the Troops and Knowledge of the Country in 
which I havé risen from ths youngest unsign in the ist. US. Regt I wait your 
further orders. thése which the stated of things so different from whit was 
supposed when your last letter was written requires it. It is unnecessary 
to state to sou Sir, that with General Rulls Army were captured all the 
heavy ertillery and almost all the Ordinance Stces in the Western Country 
and that the Arsenal at New Port is bet ied deficient in many essential 
Equipments. 

I have the Honor to be as. 

Willm Henry Harrison 

Honbl 
W. Eustis sur 


Secy of Wa 


$2 


No. 9 Pijua Sth September 1812. 


I heve the honor to inform you that I recaived information lest night 

thut a British party consisting of one hundred and forty men, under a field 
Officer, and four huzdéred Indians under Tecumsch left Malden on the 18th 
Uj;timo for the purpose of attacking Fort Wayne, and if Successful Fort Harrison 

and Vincennes. i had yesterday detached Nine hundred choice men to join the 
mounted men of this State which are in advance and proceed to relisve Fort 
Payne from the attacks of the neighbouring INdians. I am now engaged in 
preparing Cartridges and boring the tousholes of the Muskets, all of which 


1 and to some guns there are nonce. I shell sot out tomorrow 


| ed 


are too smo 
and by forced marches #2£eL278i0 707% overtake the Detachment. I hed intended 
to have given up this Comnand to General Winchaster and & hed written to 
hin to thet effect. Tho situation of Fort Baye hovever admits of no 
aiternativa, i have invited him to join me or to bring up the Troops 
in the rear. F’om the information received since I wrote you there is 
Little dcubt but ali the Indiens Kyamis included will participate in the 
attack upon Fort Wayne. Having decided (%) in retrieveing it 2 shall be 
governed by Circumstances. I have conveyed the above intelligence by 
cxpress to Vincagnnes and reyuested the Governor of Kentucky to send Mounted 
Voluntecrs to reinforce the two Kegts now there ~ 
i have also requested a eeunrencanent to be sent to Aaskaskia. 

Ihave the “onor to be ée 

(signed) Wilim. Henry “arrison 

honble 


Secretary of War 
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No. 10. Phaua Ith September 1812 


4S 4% ds supposed fyom the situation in which “General Taylor is placed, 
that he Gan no longer Act as Agent and Paymaster in the District of 
Cincinnati I beg leave to recommend for that appointment Wr, Jesse Hunt of 
Cincinnati, who has been a erehant and resident of that place for trenty 
Years. He possesses a very large property and has em extensive Credit as 
any Merchant of that flourishing Town. 2 am persuaded that the appoint 
of wr Eynt, will be very advantagous to the public INterest. I have mp 
him to Hire a number of Horses for an expedition and have drayn in his favor 
tor One thousand Dollars to procure the Equipments. 
iL am with Greet Respect é&c 

(signed) Willm Henry Harrison 

Honbl 


The Secretary of har. 
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Ho. 11. Head Quarters 17 M4les from Fort Wayne 
Sept. lith., 1812, 9 OClock PM 
Suy. 

i have tha Honor to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of the 30th. 
Ultino which was brought to Ihe this moment by Express. The necessary arrangee 
ments for the procuring of provisions and ammunition added to the trouble 
of establishing an issuing Commissary Department in conse yuence of the 
failure of the Contractor has prevented me from reaching Fort Wayne as soon 

_ by one day as I expected. iI shall however reach it tomorrow but I have 
Gvery reason to believe it will not be wit out a severe contest. No infor- 
mation has been received from the Fort since the 3rd I st ang should the 
indians have been assisted by a British detachment I fear it would not have 
been able to hold out. A small detachnent which I sent to endeavour to 

péenatrate to the Fort has just returned without accomplishing their object 
altho they defeated a amall party of the enemy. You need not feat the - 
issue or the action which I expect will take place tomorrow. lhiy Troops 
are in high Spirits and will I em persuaded do honor to themselves and 
their Country - 
I have the Nonor to be &c- 
(signed) Will Henry Harrison 

Honbl 

Wim Bustis Esyr 

Secy of War 

Note 
& letter appeard to be wanting which detente the operations of the 
aray at & in the neighbourhood of Fort Kayne upon the approach of the troops 


the indians fled after having burned all the Houses round the Fort two detachmts 
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were sént against the enemy (illeg) (Hd. all the rest is so illegible as 


to make the note u:readable.) 
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Head Quarters Piqua 24th Septr 1812 
No. 12. 
Sir 

I errived here late this Svening for the purpose of expediting the 
supplies for the Army when I had the Honor to receive your favour of the 
17th Inst. The important command of the 8th Military District which the 
President has been pleased to confer upon me will call forth every faculty 
of my mind forthe service of my Country as it has every feeling of 
Gratitude towards himself, 

The situation of the Troops in advance of this are three Kentucky 
Regiments of Infantry, Garrards Troop of 12 Months Dragoons and Colonel 
Wells's Detachment of Regulars making something about 2000 are marching from 
Fort Wayne to the site of old Fort Defiance under boven Winchester. Another 
Regiment of Kentucky Troops are employed in cutting a road from St Marys 
designated on the Maps "Girty's Town" to Defiarice and erecting an 
intermediate Block House , one Regiment completing the Fort at St Marys and 
another will march from this place To Morrw Morning. Four Troops of Dragoons 
armed with Msukets and Major Major Richard M Johnsons Battalion of Mounted 
Riflemen were at Fort Wayne a few days ago. IJ authorized ther return to 
St. Marys after they had consumed the Corn at the Turtle's Town. Before I 
set out this morning from St Marys I directed Colo Finley (an old 
Revolutionary Virginia Colonel of Merit) to march with his Regiment of 
Mounted Men 350 Strong to distroy an Ottawa Town on the Waters of the 
Au Ginane about 40 Miles distant. These tribes are at War with us, they 


furnished a large proportion of the Indian force which assisted in capturing 
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Genl Hull and some of the same I,dians(?) are now Known to be at Malden, 
There are besides at St Mary's about 200 Kentucky Mounted Riflemen & a troop 
48 strong of Dragoons. J accepted of them for six Months because they were 
the only Corps in the whole army that were armed with Swords and Pistols. 

I expect an additional force of several hundred Mounted Volunteers in a 

few days and should I not be able to take Command of them myself I will 
select an officer to execute with them (if not the surrender of Detroit) 
some atchievement to give eclat to our arms, 

I have with me a Servant of General Taylors who made his escape from 
Malden two Weeks ago this day. He informs me that the Indians at and near 
Malden have arrived to a prodigious number and that they daily cre sien 
birch Bark Canoes from the North. A considerable number of them are 
encemped at Browns Town a situation very favourable for surprising them 
which shall certainly be attempted. 

Being fully persuaded that provisions for the army may be obtained here 
Iuch cheaper than at Pittsburg I have written to Major Denny not to purchase 
more than four hundred thousand Rations until he should deers eal ee in- 
structions from you. There is an abundance of Beef Flour and Whiskey to be 
obtained here and unless it is expected to controle the navigation of Lake 
Erie and send theprovisions which Majr, Denhy may purchase by that route to 
Detroit I am persuaded that it would be better and safer to procure 
them here. I recollect that the army was several times during General 
Waunes Command upon this point of starving from this difficulty of getting 
Brats Semis down the Ohio in the #### fall Season after that had been pro- 
cured at Pittsburg. L have put in requisition about 550,000 Rations to be 
deposited at St Marys and Urbanna, three hundred thousand will be at the 


former place by tomorrow Evening and I shall forthwith direct a purchase of 
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400,000 and then wait your decision as to the rittsburg order. The road 
from Urbanna to the Rapids will not do for Wheel Carriages it will do however 
for Pack Horses -I shall consult with some intelligent persons from that 
Quarter and determine upon the propriety of extending my base further 
Hastwardly and having a Deposit toward Sandusky. I have had no report of the 
Ohio Troops but believe them to be about 900. They will take the Urbanna 
Route, 


ZI have provided for vigorous operations on the Wabash and hope to be 


able tc extend them to the Illinois River. 


Upon my arrival at Fort Wayne charges of so serious a nature were 
exhibited against Capt. Rhea that I arrested him. He agreed to resign and 
I have given him until the 30th of December to return Home at which time his 
pay &@ Emoluments will cease. Upon examining the Valuation of the H rses 
which were hired for mounting the Infantry for the Expedition they were valued 
so low and the delay in returning them likely to be so great that it was 
thought best BO purchase them at the Valuation, for this purpose I drew on 
you in favour of Mr. Jesse Hunt whom I employed in this business for six 
thousand dollars on the 2lst on the 22nd for 4600 dollars in favour of Mr. 
John Piatt Deputy to Colo Buford to purchase and equip Pack Horses $4000 
on the 2ird in favour of Major T, Bodly Gr. Master Genl. of the Kentucky 
Quota, a set of Bills for $1000 another set for 2000, another for 3000 being 
for the general expences of the Quarter Master Department. & Detachment 
of Artillerists will be much wanted fpom the old Corps. J cannot Suppose 
tued the officers of the newly ra&ised Regimentsof which there is a Capt 
in this state understand much. 

I have the Honor to be é&c 

Willm Henry Harrison 

TheHonble 


W Eustis Esqr/ Secy of War 
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Head Quarters Piqua 


27th September 1812 


Sir impt 
The final arrangement for the march of the army towards Detroit 
is as follows. the right column composed of the Pennsylvania ® Virginia 
Troops are directed to rendezvous at Wooster a Town upon the head Waters 
of Mohecan Johns creek; 35 miles North of Mount Vernon and 45 West of 
Canton; and proceed from thence by the Upper Sandusky to the rapids of Miami 
The middle column consisting of twelve hundred Ohio Militia will 
march from Urbanna where they aow are taking General Hulls trace to the 
rapids. And the left Column composed of the Detachment of regulars under 
Colo Wells and four Kentucky Regiments will proceed from Fort Defiance 


down the M,ami to the Rapids - 


i 

The mounted force under en Officer whom I shall select for the purpose 
will take the rout ##4# mentioned in my Parner letter from Fort Wayne up 
the St Josephs 4 across to the waters of the river Reisen -Upon reflection 
I am induced to abandon the scheme of attacking Detroit - for should it be 
successfull, as the Infantry will not be readiness to support them it must 
necessarily be abandoned, and the Inhabitants be more exposed to the 
depredations of the Indians than they now are - a more useful employment 
will be to sweep the Western side of the Straight and lake of the Indians 
who are scattered from Browns Town to the rapids - rioting upon the plunder 
of the ferns which have been abandoned ~I expect to have more than three 


Thousand rations purchased by the Commissary at Fort Defiance in the course © 


of the present week and Two hundred Thousand at Urbanna to be taken upon 
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pack Horses - both these deposits will be taken at two trips to the 
rapids - I have directed the Contractor White to deposit 200,000 rations at 
the second block House 42 Miles beyond Urbanna, 200,000 at a block house 
which now building between Sie Merys and Defiance - and the like quantity 
at Yiooster. At.the latter place also Mr. John H Piatt is about to deposit 
300,000 rations and to procure the means of transportation to Detroit - I 
have also directed Major Denny to send to the same place the 400,000 which 
he has been directed to purchase at Pittsburg. JI am confirmed in the opinion 
which I before gave that supplys of provision can be obtained in this States 
I shall take means to ascertain it and write to Major Denny of them should 
be a necessity for purchasing in the purchase of 19800,000 rations - I have 
dispatched an Express this day to Pittsburgh to direct that the Artillery . 
and all the supplies destine for the N W Army should be sent to George Town 
upon the Ohio and from thence by New Lisbon & Canton to Wooster - 

in consecuence of my application to the Govr. of Kentucky I have under- 
stood that 1600 mounted men have gone from that State to Vincennes. I have 
directed them to be employed against Tippecanoe and Peoria on the Illinois 
river, with the addition of the rangers and some other Companies in the 
Territories they will form a force of 2400 men. 

Agreeably to the authority given me by your letter of the 17th. I have 
appointed Mr John H Piatt Deputy Commissary he is the same person employed 
by General Hull and wéll I think make a most excellent officer - 

‘ There is nothing that gives me more apprehension that the destitute 
condition of many of my men is the article of clothing and Blankets. It 
appears to me that it is impossible that they can act in such a climate 
as that of Canada Hithout warm clothing. I have applied to the Governor 


of Kentucky and have addressed the Citizens of that State on the Subject 


why 
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myself - Great exertion will I am persuaded be made to releive them but I 
must beg leave to recommend that some assistance if possible be afforded 

by the Government. I have put in requisition all the Woollens that have 
been sent out for the Indians and will leave them distributed and accounts 
kept against the men who receive them that the price may be deducted from 
thetr Pay, 

I Have the Honor to be &c 
(signed) Will Henry Harrism 

Honble 
“Willian Eustis Esqr 

Secretary of War. 

P.S. I fear that the western ehunues cannot supply Stores and Blankets for 
the Troops = permit me to recommend that a supply of those articles and of 
possible woollen Jackets and overalls be sent on from Pittsburgh to Wooster 
by land to be disposed off to the Militia in the same manner that the surplus 
Clothing is to the regular Troops. It appear to me also proper nat the 
Government should furnish Watch Coats for the Militia bentinels: from the 
Short period of their Service they cannot purchase those things out of their 
own pay - I have therefore taken upon myself the responsibility of directing 
them to be procured - I fear however that materials cannot be found below 
Pittsburgh. Lieut Johnson has orders to furnish 150 from thence. - Ir is 
fortunate that there are many mabers of Congress who will be enabled to 
give. Testimony that will not be questioned upon the floor of that body, as 
to ‘the pubspedeuvand necessity of wdudymany alterations in the Mjlitey arrange- 
ments, J have no less than seven members elect of the next Congress under 
my Command and two of them Messrs Johnson and NMeKee belong to the present 


house of Representatives 
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Head Quarters 
St Marys 29th Septr 1812 
Sir, 
I heave thought it proper to eppoint Mr. Thomas Butler to act as 
Quarter Master for the Ty,oops under General Hopkins in the Indiana and 
Illinois Territory until the decision of the President can be Knorn,. 


Mr, Butler was many years an officer of the army and when he resigned 


(a year ago) was perhaps the oldest Lieut in his Regiment, he has experinece 
and capacity to qualify him for the appointment he will accent of the 
Commission of Ensign in any of the Regiments, 


it have the Honor to be &c 


Willm Henry Harrison 


The H nble 
William Eustis Esar 


secy of W,. 
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(No 15) U Head Quarters Franklinton, Ohio 
15th Octr 1812 

<p he 

My last letters to you was from Piqua on the 27th and St Marys on the 
29th Ultimo. + have been so constantly in motion since that I have been 
unable to write. On the 30th Ultimo I was at St Mary waiting the arrival 
of some Companies af Mounted Volunteers to make up with those which I ¥¢##¢ 
had with me 15 or 1800 Men and which under the Command of Brigadier General 
Tupper of this Stete I intended to have sent on the Expedition mehtioned 
“in my letter of the 27th Ultimo. On that day however (the 30) I received 
information by two officers who were sent from General Winchester that in 
his march from Fort Wayne to Defiance, he had ae greatly impeded by a 
considerable body of Indians who were: frequently engaged with his advanced 
guard and that upon his arrival near Defiance he had discovered that the 
Indians were attended by British Troops who had with them some pieces of 
Artillery, Within a few minutes after the arrival of these Gentlemen 
I received by an express sent by Governor Meiggs a letter from Genl. Kelso 
commanding a Detachm nt of Pennsylvania Troops on lake Brie informing me 
that on the 16th of September 2000 Indians with ea detachment of British 
regulars and Militia had set out from Malden with two pieces, of Artillery 
for the puyppose of attacking Fort Wayne. Having no doubt but that this 
was the force which was in front of Genl. Winchester I immediately adered 
the two Regiments of Infantry which were with me and the whole of the 
Mounted Men amounting to about 1000 to divest then of all their Baggage and 
prepare to go in pursuit of the Enemy. We marched six miles that Evening, 


but the following day I left the Infantry and pushed on as rapidly as 
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possible and reached defiance on the Evening of the end where I found 
General Winchester incamped and had the mortification to learn that the 
Enemy had passed that place at least three or four days before. Gen, 
Winchester met with the I‘“dians the day after his departure from Fort 

Wayne but he was not able to ascertain their members or there position. 

When he arrived within a few Miles of Fort Defiance he found the Tracts of 
the Enemies Carriages on the south side of the Miami both going and 
returning and upon further Examination it was discovered that they had not 
advanced more than eight or ten tiles above Fort Defiance. Gen Winchester 

| Kept his Troops so well prepared to receive the Enemy that they did not dare 
to attack him, Im the course of the march he lost an Ensign and six man 
and one wounded. My presence being absolutely necessary in the rear to make 
Arrangements for supplies for the army I left Defiance on the 4th Ist having 
previously directed Gen Winchester to build a small Fort at that place and 
General Tupper to proceed with the Mounted Men to the Kapids if he should 
think proper (from the informationg# He. Ghoul dethen receive) as far as the 
river Reisin. on my way to St Mary's I met an Express from Fort Weyne 
informing me that the Indians were again collecting round that place and 
that it had been thought advisable that aTroop of Dragoons (armed with 
Muskets) which I had sent to bring off a six pounder left there by Gen, 
Winchester should not proceed with it until they were reinforced. At ” 

St Mary's I found about 500 foahted Riflemen who had come on tc go the 
Expedition towards Detroit. (These were dis patched under a Colo, T imble to 


~ 


Fort Wayne with directions to proceed on to endeavour to surprise the 
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Potawattimie Town (called White Pigions Town) about 65 Msles from Fort 

Wayne. I sent also a Battallion of Ohio Infantry to Fort Wayne with a 

supply of provisions & for the purpose of collecting for the Garrison a 
Quantity of Fuel which they are unable to get from the distance they have 

to have it when there are parties of Indians round them. Before I keft 

St. Marys for Defiance some iM amis had arrived fort Wayne with a flag and a 
Message from their Cheifs begging for Peace. I had not time to listen te 
their speech at that time and upon my return I found here the Owl, Charley 
(the Eel River Cheif) the Turtles Son and several others had joined# them 
They came prepared to pallvate or deny the hostility of their Tribe as the one 
as the other might best suit their purpose, but finding that I was in 

possion of Facts which unequivocally proved it they then threw themselves upon 
the Mercy of the Government and have agreed to abide by the decision of the 
President whatever it may be. I have named fiwe Chiefs as Hostages whom 

they are to send in to Piqua there to be kept in Custody until the decision 
of the President is made, The facts which we can prove upon them are the 
assistance given by Chappein one of their principal war Cheifs in the Siege 
of Fort Wayne. One of their Warriors barticularly in the murders committed 
in Clark County Indiana and a Scalp taken by him and exhibited in the Town of 
Mississinway, and a declaration made to the Delawares of their having taken 
up the Tomahawk again; and I amy add their refusal to attend the Council 

&t Piqua, altho they were informed that their not attending would be 
considered as Evidence of their having withdraw from the protection of the 
United States. There is great reason to believe that the Weas assisted in the 
late attack upon Fort Harrison and Mir. Johnson thinks that his Brother was 
killed by a Miami, J have no doubt but some of the Cheifs have done every 
thing in# their power to prevent the young men from going to war with us 


and as little thet the great bulk of the Tribe were decidedly Hostile, 
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The revolution in their affairs and in their disposition towards us was very 
Sudden. The decleration of Hostility which I have spoken of above was 
followed in two days by a Message chee Solem Ua the Delawares in their favour. 
In the ##nsdiatereeve# intermediate time an Army had appeared at Fort 

Wayne, three Villages and provisions destroyed and their utter 

extirpation threatened, You are so well acquainted, Sir, with all the 
Circumstances connected with the situation of this Tribe that it would be 
presumption in me to indicate my opinion of the course to be pursued towards 
them. I will merely observe ‘that they can still do us considerable injury 
if they are drawn off and united with the hostile Bands which are collecting 
towards the Southern extremity of Lake idichigan. From the “Iamis I learn 
that the Prophet had abandoned his position upon the Wabash and had taken 
one near the head of the Tippacanoe River, that the Winebagos had abandoned 
him and returned Home disgusted I suppose with their late want of success 

in the attempt upon Fort Harrison - Having made every arrangement in my 
power for forwarding on supplies for the army es Defiance and committed the 
command of that wing to General Winchester who agreed to Reres under me 
without the least hesitation I lert St Marys for the purpose of making similar 
arrangements for the right Wing. The accumulation of provisions on the Au 
Glaize route is quite equal to my expectakiion. There are at St Marys and 
advanced of that place about 250,000 Rations of Flour Whiskey and smail parts 
of that purchase by the Commissaries. Mr Piatt is actively and usefully 
employed in building two Block Houses and ten Batteaux for the purpose of 
conveying supplies to the rapids of it if there should be a rise of Water 
which often happens in the Fall. Upon the Urbanna Route little has been done 


towards the accumulation of provisions excepting of the meal kind which can 
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be procured of Cattle or Hogs to any extent. The Ohio Troops have 

marched from Urbanna to Manaras Block House twenty Miles in advance and will 
be employed in repairing the road ##dHt##142E4# to McArthurs Block House 
forty miles from Urbannea where I have directed two hundred thousand Rations 
to be deposited by the Contractor White and the same Quantity by the 
Commissary. Further information upon this subject has however convinced me 
that my first opinion as to the propriety of adopting the Sandusky route 

&és that which ought principally to be relied upon for the conveyance of our 


supplies was correct. But I was misinformed as to the Elgibility of Wooster 


as the place of deposit and the Rendezvous of the right Wing it should have 


@ 


been Mansfied, indded that place is not far enough West to serve as 
Despoti for the supplies procured on the Scioto nor the junction of the two 
Corps of Pennsylvania & Virginia, the former with all the artillery and 
supplies from Pittsburg will pursue the route by Canton and Wooster to 
Mansfield and I have sent an Express to conduct the latter through Chilicothe 
this place and Worthington to Delaware from which place a road is now cutting 
by a detachment of Ohio Militia to the upper Sandusky where I have directed 
Block Houses to be built for a principal Deposit ~- I have directed Major 

Denny to forward by the Canton and Wooster route 400,000 complete rations 

but I do not think that further quantity need be sent from that place of any 
Article composing the ration except ib is Whisky. All the information -I 
receive corroborates the opinion I have given that any thing else can be 
procured here cheaper than it can be brought from Pittsburg. My only fears 

on the score of provisions arises peeves difficulty of getting it transported 
from the fronteers of the settlements, My experience in the Campang of 


Genl Wayne and opinions of men conversant in such Matters have determined me 
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to Inve ox teams they can live on the food which the forests can furnish 

for some time if well salted whilst our best horse Teams require a constant — 
supply of Grain. I have therefore directed Colo Morrison to purchase one 
hundred Ox Waggons and Teams for the Sandusky route being convinced that 
purchasing in the end will be more Hconomical than hiring. 

Colo Buford is also ordered on here for the purpose of procuring the 
provisions I am much relieved by the information given in your letter of the 
26th Ultimo of the number of Shoes and Blankets which have been sent on 
destined for this army. Great Sxertions are making in Kentucky to procure 
other Articles of Clothing. Socks and Mittens will be obtained in sufficient 
numbers and it is probable a considerable number of overalls and Jackets 
will also be obtained without them I shall never be able to get the army to 
Detroit. With a thoughtlessness that hardly can be accounted for many of 
the Volunteers have left Home clad entirely in linen and Cotton, 

I am faulty spasible of the responsibility vested in me by your letter 
of the 23rd Ult. I accepted it with full conga oned of being able to 
effect the wishes of the President or to shew unequivocally their impractic- 
ability. if the fall should be eae dry I will retake Detroit before the Winter 
Sets in but if we should have much rain it will be necessary to wait at the 
rapids until the .iami of the lake is sufficiently frozen to bear the Army and 
its baggage, A Simultanous Movement with the army below will be highly % 
useful as the Enemy will be able for some time to transfer thebr force from 
one end of the lake to the other, by Water. I have written to Gen. 

Van Ransilair, and shall keep him informed of my movements and 
prospects. I am indeed highly pleased with the appointment of Colo 
M rrison I know of no man who could discharge with as much propriety himself 


the duties of Quarter Master Genl to an army. The Colonel has applied to me 
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to appoint a Deputy to him under the act establishing the Quarter Master 
Generals Department, The Colo cannot get a proper person to assist him for 
the compensation allowed for the assistant Deputy Quarter Master by the law 
under which his own appointment is made, Will it be proper to appoint a 
Deputy Quarter Master under the lst Section of the Act of the 28th of March 

Shane at Winchester agreed to continue under my Command without the 
least as8£# hesitation, a circumstance that has given me great pleasure. But 
fam at a loss in what light I am to consider myself, If as a Brigadier Genl. 
Winchesters prior Commission will entitle him to the Command, My 
Commission from Kentucky has not been abrogated, Would it be proper to . 
continue to act under it and at the time that I am a Brigadier in the service 
of the United States, However the Government may decide I am content. 

I have the “onor to be ac 

Wullm Henry Harrison 
P.S. ina former letter I request that a Detachment of the Artillery Corps 
should be sent to me In an army composed almost exclusively of Militia 
and operating in a Country where Rivers are to be crossed in the ahpecned of 
highly disciplined T oops and Posts to be taken it is all important that the 
Corps of Artillery should be respectable for its numbers and Knowledge of its 
duty. JI beg leave also to recommend that another officer of Engineers should 
be sent on, A fit of sickness or an accident depriving us of the services of 
Capt Gratiat might put a stop to our operations, 
WHA. 

William Eustis Esqr 


Secy of War 
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(No 16) Head uarters Franklinton 
15th Octr 1812 
maz" 
I Am sorry to inform you that the Expedition I directed of mounted 
men towards the Rapids of Miami did not sueceed. The greater par5 of the 
Men having as I understood bocisee to march under General Tupper after I 
left them. I have received no written account but what is contained in the 
inclosed note from Govr. Meiggs. I cannot conceive how General Winchester 
can be to blame on the occasion and I am fully persuaded that it will 
be found to attack a reainere: I nave lately seen an Article in the St 
Louis Paper complaining bitterly of the want of men in that .uarter. If they 
are wanted it is the fult of the governor. So early as the 7th Ultimo I 
wrote to the Governor of Tennessee and requested him to send any number of 
Men that Governor Wwaed or Gov Edwards should call for and to prevent 
delay. I requested him to hold two Regiments in readiness to march so 
soon as he should receive a requisition - both the Governors were informed 
of this arrangement. A Regiment from the lower part of Kentucky was in the 
first instance ordered to Cahokia from Henderson but there march was very 
improperiy directed to Vincennes by General Gibson, I have now forwarded 
orders for it to proceed to its first destination without delay. I am still 
of opinion that the Volunteers in the NW Army from Kentucky are equaled-to 
any that have ever turned out in the “nited States but I am not without 
fear that the hardships and difficulties of a Winter Campaign may shake 
their firmness and evaporate their zeal, It is therefore an Object of much 
importance to collect a body of Men who can be depended upon under ahy 


circumstances, I have accordingly ordered all the Recruits in Kentucky Ohio 


j vw * . 
; ; | 


71 


and Tennessee to be orbanized and brought on. Lieut, Colo. Campbell will 
command those from this state and I have given to Colonel Anderson the option 
of coming with those from Tennessee or sending on another Field Officer. 
For the mere purpewe of guarding the Frontiers Militia will answer as 
well or perhaps better than Regulars, 

Conformably to the aut ority given in your letter of the 17th Ultimo 
I have appointed Capt Nathaniel G.S. Hart of the 5th Regiment of Kentucky 
Voluntiers Deputy Inspector. I am aware that the law directs that this 
officer shall be taken from "the line" but I could not think that 
it was intended that in an army composed almost exclusively of Militia and 
Volunteers the staff appointments should be# taken altogether from the 
line of regular Troops, If I have been mistaken however in my construction 
of the law it can still be conrected. Capt Hart is as well qualified as ea 
other amongst the Volunteers, a warm advocate for the present administration 
the Brother in law of Mr. H Clay and maily connected with Gov Scott, I have 
the Honor to acknowledge the receipt 86 your favour of the 7th Inst. This 
letter is the 16th which I have written to you since my first arrival in 
Cincinnati in July. it is so numbered as each succeeding one will be with 
progressive Numbers. As I sometime receive your letters in inverted order 
I shall be thankful to have the same course pursued with regard to them, it 
will at any rate save repetition and wiail enable me to know when a letter comes. 
to hand whether all those which were previously written have been ee RY 
It was a plan used by the Secretary of ‘iar and General Wayne and in one 
instance that I recollect was productive of particular advantages. I expect 


the Virginia Brigade will arrived at Chilicothe the day after Tomorrow. 
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Major Denny had directed 500 barrels of Flour to be purchased in this 
Country in part of the 500,000 rations ordered by me. I have directed him 
6 forward £# 400,000 of flour exclusively of these 500 barrels and to send 
Whiskey and small parts to the amount of 300,000. Cattle and Hogs can 
certainly be procured here in abundance and of course none need be sent 
from Pittsburg. 

With great Respect I have the Honor to be &éc 

Willm Henry Harrison 
H nelb 
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(No. 17) Head Quarters Franklinton 
22nd Octr 1812 
Sir 

Every exertion has been made since I last wrote to you to procure and 
forward the supplies for the Army to the advanced posts. Very little has 
however been purchased for the Commissarys Department as Major Denny had 
engaged every Manufactoring Mill from the Sciota to Pittsburg having 
dispatched an order for that purpose as soon as he received your first order 
for the 1098000 Rations Under these circumstances I thought it advisable to 
suffer him to go on to procure the whole quantity which you had ordered and 
have instructed him accordingly. I have not heard from the Virginia Troops: 
since they left the Ohio but have heard from pretty good authority that they 
were to march on Sunday last. I set out this morning for Mansfieid when I 
expect to meet the Brigade from Pennsylvania and the greater part of the 
artillery Gov. Meiggs informs me that there are no Art llerists in 
Genl, Wadsworths Division who have any practical knowledge of their duty. 
One or two Companies have been formed but they never had a field Piece until 
@ few Weeks ago. I regret exceedingly that a Detachment from one of the 
Regular Regiments cannot be spared for this army. 

A report has #é# prevailed in this Country that a number of Indians and 
British Troops had been landed at Sandusky eight or caivaues ago. I learn that 
it has been the cause of General Wadsworths advancing from the Portage to the 
Huron River with all his force, I am persuaded however that the report is 
entirely unfounded, 

LI am not able to fix any period for the advence of the Troops to Detroit. 


it is pretty evident that it cannot be done upon proper principles until 


14 


the Frost shall become so severe as to enable us to use the Rivers 

and the margin of the lake for the transportation of the Bagzage and 

artillery upon the ice. To get them forward through a swampy Wilderness 

of near two hundred miles in Waggons or on Pack Horses which are to carry 
their own provisions is absolutely impossible. The Enclosed extract of a 
letter just received from the Commissary Piatt will give you some Idea of the 
State of the road and the difficulty of getting provisions even to scr & 
but that route of reaching Detroit can be accomplished by ising the 

Margins of the Lake as above mentioned. If the Troops are provided with warm 
Clothing and the Winter such as commonly are in this Climate. It is he 
however that no species of supplies are calculated upon being found in the 
Michigan Territory. The farms upon the river R,isin which mighthave 

afforded a quantity of forage are nearly all broekn up and distroyed. This 
article then as well as the provisions for the Men is to be thken from this 
stated circumstance which must at once put to rest every Idea for e land 
Conveyance at this season since it would at least require two Waggons with 
Forage for each one that is loaded with provisions and other articles. 

fam informed that from eight to ten thowand Bushels of Corn may be obtaine d 
at Cleveland and a few thousand between that place and Sandusky. My present 
plan @s to occupy Sandusky accumulate at that place as much provision and 
forage &S possible to be taken from thence upon Sleds to the River 
Reisin. At Defiance, Fort Jennings and St Marys Boats and Sleds are 
preparing to take advantage of a rise of Water or a fall of Snow. Genl, 
Tupper with one thousand Ohio M,litia is advancing to McArt hurs Block 

House 44 miles from Urbanna upon Hulls Trace to cover the provisions which 
the Commissary is depositing there and which by the Middle of November will 


amount to 200,000 rations, he has also di: ections to prepare Sleds for 
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taking it forward. It has been my object to Keep as many of the Troops 

as possible within the 4lst degree to save the provisions purchased by the 
Commissaries which are intended for the army the Troops when they shall 
advance. But Not withstanding my urgent demands the Contractors have done 
little or nothing towards the Deposits which I have required to be made at 
McArthurs and Jennings's Block House (upon the Auglaize) and at the latter 
piace the two Regiments there are subsisting upon the Commissaries Stores, 
Major White has let out his contract for the North Western part of the 
state at so low a rate that the sub Contractors are unable to furnish the 
supplies, and one at least of them is as great a Scoundrel as the world 
Can produce, indeed I am very far from being satisfied with Major White 
himself He will it is said make $100,000 by the Contract from this state 
and I am very well persuaded that he had rather see the Army aac than 
that his profits should be lessened five hundred dollars. He merits no 
indulgence from the Government and he has certainly forfeited the penalty 
of his bond. 

The Troops at Fort Defiance to the Miami Rapids in a few days, I do not 
believe however that any great advantage would arise from it until the other 
Columns are ready to support them & it would be productive of the certain 
disadvantages of consuming provisions forwarded with immense labour and expense# 
without essentially contributing to the Main design. I Know of no arrangements 
which could be better calculated to protect the Frontiers and support each 
other than that where the several corps of the army at present form 
Depredations by small parties of Indians may and will be made but it is 
impossible that any considerable body can advance egainst the settlements 


wihput being in danger of being intercepted in their retreat, I am persuaded 
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that the Indians have done less MSchief upon the Frontier since the 
Declaration of war than they did in the same of length of time precedtig 
it. itt was suggested to me a few days ago by a member of Congress that the 
possession af Detroit by the Znemy would probably be the most effectual bar 
to the attainment of peace, if this was really the case I would undertake 
to recover it with a Detachment of the Army at any time. A few hundred 
Pack Horses with a drove of Beeves (without artillery and heavy Baggage) 
would subsist the 1500 or 2000 Men which I would select for the purpose 
until the residue of the army could arrive. But having in View offensive 
Operations from Detroit, an advance of this sort would be premature and 
ultimately di gunvantdesbuns 

i have the Honor to enclose you Genl. Tuppers report to me which himself 
or his Friends have very improperly caused to be printed in a hand Bill. 
Since I began to write this letter I have received information that the 
Troops from Pittsburg had not set out from thence on Sunday last and of 
course they cannot be expected at Mansfield for four or five days yet. I 
shall therefore remain here which is much more convenient for superintending 
the Tuppars than any place further in advance until Monday or Tuesday next. 
f have not received certain information of the Virginia Troops crossing the 
Ohio. Capt Adams is not at Cincinnati, as soon as he arrives a return of 
all the Troops shall be forwarded ! 

I have the Honor to be &c 

Willm Henry-H4arrison 

Honble 
Yim Kustis Esqr 


secy of War 
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(No. 18) Head Quarters Fanklinton 
26th Octr 1812 
Sir, 

Brigadier Generals Perkins and Beall of the detac. ment under the 
Command of Genl Wadsworth arrived here last Evening. I learn from them 
that the directions which were given by Gov. Meiggs for opening ao road from 
a point near hiansfield to lower Sandusky has not been executed. Genl 
Beall was in the Execution of this order and was stopped by General Wadsworth 
the order was reiterated by the Governor and again countermanded by Gen 
Wadsworth. His singular motives for doing this are explained in the 
enclosed extract of his letter to me received last Evening. I have 
repeatedly been informed that the road which was laid out in July last 
from Sandusky to the Miami Rapids would prove a very good one when properly 
opened I now find from General Beall who was one of theCommissioners that it 
will not be passable for Waggons after the autumnal rains unless it: is 
causewayed for fifteen Miles, This intelligence is extremely embarrassing 
and leaves me only a choice of difficulties. There can however be no doubt 
that the swamp may easily passed after it eee Frozen, but this cannot 
be calculated upon as Genl Perkins informs me before the first of January. 
Thereis however a possibilit,; of using the beach of te lake from Sandusky 
to the Miami bay. It is #4 so important that I should correctly understand 
every thing which relates to the Sandusky route that I have determined to 
proceed thither Grassi te 4 

I have the Honor to enclose you a letter from Major Genl. Hopkins ex- 
plaining his siguation and prospects. I also enclose a letter from Mr. 


Johnson containing a similar account of the Conduct of the Iiamis with thet 
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formerly for arded from Mr Stickney. I believe that a majority of Chiefs 
ere desirous of remaining Neutral and two or three of them are no doubt our 
fridns, but the hostile disposition of the greater part of the Tribe cannot 
be doubted. Their declining to send in Hostages after having positively 
engaged to do it has been occasioned by their being relieved from the fears 
of General Hopkins's Army, which they informed William Conner had returned 
from Fort Harrison. It remains for the President to say what shall be done 
with the Msamis, I should be pleased to save a few of the Chiefs but the 
base ingratitude with which the greater part of the Tribe have conducted 
themselves towards us merits, in my opinion the severest Chastisement. And 
in my opinion every motion of justice and policy demands its infliction. 
The Honbl. Mr McKee and I believe Colo. R M Johnson was oresent at my 
agreement with the hijami Chiefs upon the subject of the Hostages. Colo 
Johnson will also inform you that the proofs of their Hostility was so 
decided that a Council of War at Fort Wayne unanimously advised that they 
should be considered as inemies. The Genklemen who recorded the proceeding 
of the Council has never put them into my hands and he is at present with the 
left Wing of the Army. Nothing can be more easy than to surprise the Miami 
Town of M4ssissiniway with Mounted Men. I have engaged Colo. McArthur 
to undertake it if it is not considered a violation of his parole. Indeed 
the force of the Expedition would principally be composed of those who served 
in Gen Hulis army if they are authorised to undertake it. It must be 
observed that the Miamis have never joined the British and their Hostility 
has been confined to our Territory. 

iam sorry to inform you of the failure of another Expedition of the 


UJhio Mounted Men. Colonel Trimble whom as I informed you was sent to surprise 
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the White Pigeons Town on the head waters of the St Josephs of the lake 
was ebeandoned at Fort Wayne by nearly half of his command and was prevented 
from accomplishing his object with the ballance by the Treachery of one 
Guide and the Cowardice ot the other. de destroyed nowever two small villages 
and would have killed and taken the I,habitants but they were intentionally 
alarmed by one of the Guides, JI have not yet received Col, T imbles official 
report: ¢¢4##H The determination of the President with respect to the Msamis 
will I hone meet me at Upper Sandusky on my return from the lake. The 
Conduct of Manarys Comsany of Rangers has been such as to cestroy all confidence 
in it. I would have arrested him and his officers if I were not in hopes 
that the President would Niect the whole Company to be disbanded. There 
certainly could be companies raised of that description that would be 
emenentiy useful but to be so the officers must be selected in a different 
menner from what they have been. Both the Companies raised in this state 
and that in Kentucky are entirely worthless because the officers are deficient 
in every quality which is necessary for their stations. Perry is a fool, 
se Coward and a Drunkard, Manary a poor old imbecil Creature and Gov Scott 
assured me that his Captain was as bad a one as could have been selected, 
The Companiés have been tniformly recruited amongst their friends and neigh- 
bours and it is the principal object of the officers to screen them from cuty. 
Amongst the Volunteers there ere officers of tried Merit and with a little 
attention Men might be procured of the like Character. 

Genl Wadsworths whole command amounts to about 1000 Men, he is himself 
a Major General and he has two Brigadiers in service also. The old Gentleman 
I believe full of Zeal but his age and infirmities under him unequal to 


the fatigue of a Winter Campaign. I believe he thinks himself called into 
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service by you. But I am persuaded that he has misunderstood your 
instructions. 
I have the Honor to be &c 


WaAt#F Wm Henry Harrison 


Honble 
William bustis Esqr 


secy of War 
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(No. 19) Head Quarters Delaware Novr. 9th. 1812 
bags 

f have ne honor to acknowledge the receipt of your favors of the 23 
and £4th ultimo. : returned from Lake trie to this place three or four days 
ago. J found a detachment of Hight Hundred M,litia under Generals Wads- 
werth and Perkins encamped near the mouth of t e river Huron, and another 
detachment of five hundred under General Bell, twelve miles north of Mansfield, 
I have ordered the latter to join general Wadsworth to be organized end the 
whole to proceed to lower Sandusky. This Brigede will be. commanded b: 
Genl, Perkins. The Pennsylvania Troops with the artillery are about this 
time at iiansfieid, I have directed them to move on to Upper Sandusky, there 
to form a junction with the Virginia Troops who arrived et this place on 
Thursday the 6th instant; but the reins which have fallen and which have 
inundated the whole country will prevent their moving further in advance for 
four or five days at least - This circumstance is to be regretted, on some 
accounts, but is nevertheless upon the whole highly benefiticl - as it will 
put beyond contingencies the success of the campaign, provided any orders 
to those to whom the duties of transporting provisions have been assigned. 
are faithfully executed, By the next mail I shall have the honor to lay 
before you a full view of the situation of the Army in every respect. You 
will see from the Kentucky papers the ##2% failure of the Ba vedte ton under 
Geni Hopkins - Although this result was entirely unexpected by me, and must 


be highly detrimental to our affairs generally, arrangements have been mede 


to prevent, es far as possible, its injurious effects to the pgogress of the 
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Army under my command, 
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By a letter just received from Colo. Anderson of the 24th Regiment, I 
learn with regret, that the contradictory of the orders from the adjutant 
Generals office and myself, had prevented his executing, the former and 
that he remains at Nashville waiting for further instructions, This delay 
however, affords me an opportunity most respectfully to request your 
attention to the reasons for producing an order for altering his destination 
in this Army: - The reasons are, that the whole army is composed of Militie, 
and the terms of service of the greater part will expire soon after they reach 
their place of destination - The Troops from tiis state, Pennsylvania and 
Virginia are most of them undisc plined and although the Kentucky Troops 
and a@ part of those from this state, from a sence of duty which they prefectly 

nderstand, and the personal influence I possess over them, will march 
wherever they are ordered, yet I am afraid that the Troops from the other 
state are strongly tinctured with that abominable principle which begins to 
prevail, that the militia under the constitution are not bound to act 
out of the precintes of the United States. 
I have the Honor to be é&c 
Wm Henry Ne rrison 
Honble 
William Bustis 


Secy of War 
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No 20.) Head Quarters F,anklinton 
15th Novr 1812 

Dear Sir 

@ arrived here from Celaware three days &@0 for the purpose of meeting 
Col Morrison and to make some other arrangements which shall be explained 
in the course of this communication, Upon the day of my arrival the enclosed 
letter from Genl. Tupper was received. The movement which he had made is 
extremely hazardous. It was not possible to send him a reinforcement of 
Mounted Men from hence in time to render him any service. I hope however 
| that Gen Winchester will have descended the Miemi as soon as the In,teligence 
from Genl. Tupper reaches him. An Express wes also immediately duspatcned 
to Genl ‘erkings approsing him of the landing of the British at the rapids 
and directing his advance. Gen Tupper has with him Less than 2300 Men but 
they ere all Volunteers from his Brigede, they bherefore are not doubt 
determined fellows and I have much confidence in the Generals Talents. I 
have received no information from Gen Hopkins but there is no doubt of the 
complete failure of the Mounted Expedition under his command and that 
Mieasures must be immediately taken to prevent the Evils which will otherwise 
flow frem it. As soon as the information reached me I determined to direct 
an expedition against the Miami Towns of Mississiniway. The situetion of this 
Town as it regerds one of my lines of operaticns even if the hostility 
of the Inhabitants was less Equivocal would render a Measure of this kind 
highly proper , but from the circumstance of Gen. Hopkinses filaure it has 
become indispensable, Relieved from the fears excited by the late invasion 
bf their Country, the Indians from the upper part of the Illinois river and 


to the South of lake Michigan will direct all their efforts against Fort Wayne 
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and the Convoys which are to follow the Tpact oi the left Wing of the Army, 
Mississiniway will be their Rendezvous where they will receive provision and 
every assistance they may require for any hostile enterprize. From that 
piace they can by their runners ascertain the period at which every Convoy 


may set out from St Mary's and wi h certeinty intercept it previously to 


its arrival at the "Miami Rapids. But that place being broken up and the 
provisions destroyed there will be nothing to subsist any Body of Indians 
nearer than the Puttawattimie Towns upon the waters of the St Josephs of 
lake Michigan. The Troop destined for the “ississiniway Expedition are the 
Dragoons belonging to my Army with the addition perhaps of a single Company 
of mounted Volunteers. The Dragoons will amount 60 about 600 but tne greater 
part of them are to be entirely relied upon. The Expedition will be commanded 
by Lieut Col Campbell of the 19th Regiment. He has not military experience 
but is brave sensible and judicious and will be ably seconded by the Telents 
and experience of Major Ball. I am confident that you will not hear of any 
retrograde movement upon the part of this detachment until the object upon 
which they are sent is accomplished. 

My preparations for the principal object of the Campaign are progressing 
not however with the rapidity consonant to my wishes and I think I may say 
to my personal hxertions. For the route of the left Wing of the Army nee 
of one million of rates of Flour heave been provided when I had last a 
report 75000 were at Defiance 30000 on pack Horses going to that place and 
near to it, 120,000 at St Marys 200,000 at Piqua 100,000 between the latter 
place and Dayton is going on in Waggons and the balance at Lebannon Franklin 


and other places on the big Miami. There ought also to be at Fort Jennings 
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on the Auglaize 30 or 40,000 Rations. The great defect is in the ane 

of transportetion, Almost all of the fine Teams which were brought from Kentucky 
have been worn down and discharged and the greater part of the Pack Horses 
are in the same situation. The roads have become almost impossable for 
Waggons, foreseeing this I early turned my attention towards the providing 

of Water transportetion. Some thing considerable has been done in this way 
but by no means equal to my Expectations and the orders I had given, At 

St. Marys a Boat and some Perogues were prepared and will have left that 
plece on the lé or 13 with nearly 400 barrels, a part of which will be left 
at Fat Wayne and the balance to Fort Defiance (Fort Winchester) at the 
latter place Boats and Perogues capable of iveneddrtine 350 oy 400 Barrels 
were prepared on the 5 of this Month and others were progressing at 

Colo Jennings's Block House, also several Batteaux were in a considerable 
state of forwardness all these were I hope end expect - ordered up the 
Auglaize upon the first rise of the water to take in loading at Tawa Town 
which is only 14 Miles from St Marys. Mr Piatt also informs me that a part 
of the Flour purhhased on the Miami has been ordered up the River in Boats to 
Lorimies. If these means are pushed in the manner they may be I expect in 
two Weeks to have at Fort Winchester 500,000 Rations of Flour Whiskey end 
small parts with Salt to lay dovn the meat part of the ration together with 
all the uarter Masters Stores and clothing which have been purchased for 
that Wing. On the route of the Centre Column at McArthurs Block House 44 
Miles advanced of Urbanna there were on the 10th Inst 200,000 Rations of 
Flour Whiskey and smali parts deposited there by the Dy Commiasary Piatt with 
Salt sufficient to lay down the meat part of the’ ration to that amount. 


Of the supplies ordered to be furnished by Wajor Denny there are now at 


+ 


Delaware 25 Miles above this place 600 Barrels of Flour at Norton 12 Miles 


further 100 barrels 4 or 500 Barrels are also ready at the Mills below this. 

Having been informed in the latter end of September by Gov Meigs that 
the Contractor Mr Porter had declared his inability to supply provisions 
for the army as long as the navigation of the lake was controlled by the 
Enemy I thought it unnecessary to call upon him. Finding however that several 
Boats were suffered to pass in safety from Presqui isle to Huron I addressed 
a letter to him upon my arrival at Gen Perkinss Camp requiring him if possible 
to send on 500,000 Rations instead of the 200,000 which had been demanded 
of him by Gen Wadsworth and which he had positively promised that officer 
to supply. The enclosed copy of a letter from his agent (B) will shew that 
he has determined not to supply the rations which he promised and which he 
has on the Margin of the lake unless he is paid an advanced price for 
bringing it above Cleveland, JI have directed Gen Wadsworbh to get hold of 
the flour if possible and leave it to be settled for by the Government. 

There is no Kind of difficult in procuring the meat pa:t of the ration and 

I have taken eare to have salt provided for laying it down, it WaT be 

driven to the rapids of Miami and there salted, for which both Gen. Winchester 
and Gen Perkins have been directed to provide materials for Barrels. 

I do not think that it will be-safe to Piginine from the Miami Rapids 
uniLil we can have there one million of Rations. Of these I calculate 500,000 
to be taken by the route of the left wing. The 200,000 at McArthurs Block 
House can be transported at three Trips by 600 Pack Horses. #@ And I cal- 
culate upon getting to lower Sandusky by the means providing here 300,000 
Rations. The deposits directed to be made by Major White at McArthurs 
Block House at Fort Jennings and at Upper Sa eats and by Mr, Porter at 


lower Sandusky are not to be relied upon a part will however be received 
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surficient perhaps to supply what may fall short in my calculations from 

the Commissarys department. You can scarcely form an Idea Sir of the diffi- 
culty with which land transportation is effected North of the fortieth 

degree of latitude in this Country. The Country beyond that is almost a 
continued swamp to the lakes When the Streams run favourable to your course 
& small strip of better ground is generally found, but in crossing from one 
river to another the greatest vart of the way at this Season is covered with 
water. Such is actually the situation of thet space between the Sandusky 

- and the Miami Rapids and chon the best information I could ###### acquire 
whilst I was at Huronthe road over it must be causwayed at least half the 
way. This difficulty great as it may seem is not however insuperable the timber 
of the proper size grows so thick upon it that Gen Perkins and other persons 
accustomed to that Kind of Work seni me that a Causeway sufficiently wide 
for the purpose can be made there with as much ease as a road of 4 rods 

wide can be opened and cleared in heavy timbered up land - Gen Perkins has 
undertaken to effect it with his Brigade and Govr Meiggs has agreed that the 
Money which has been appropriated by Government for making the road in the 
direction shall be distributed amongst his men. If this plan should fail 
there is yet another way to go from lower Sandusky to the Miami Rapids. The 
istmus which connect the Sandusky Feninsula to the main is much narrower than 
it is laid down on the Maps and is much nearer to the former {illeg.) at 

the Sandusky Rapids, in fact it is a mile and a half from the Bay to 

the mouth of Portage River on the lake from thence to the Mjami Bay 18 or 

20 Miles. Thhoughout this distance the swamp borders the Beach of the lake - 
but the beath itself is 4 beautiful sand sufficiently firm‘it is supposed 
near the water to bear waggons. From the Mouth of the “sami Bay to the rapids 


the ground is good. I have sent. to Cleveland to purchase some Boats that 
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are there and have directed them to be loaded with any thing that can es 
procured for the subsistance of the army or the Horses belonging to it. I 
had calculated on drawing a considerable quantity of Forage from the Conn- 
ecticut reserve but I am informed the supply to #H# be obtained there will 
be very limited. 

The Virginia Brigade has been for some days at Delaware, previously to 
their arrival there desertions had been very common 10 or 12 had come off in 
one Night. The dissatisfaction was supposed by the General and Field Officers 
to be produced b the want of Clothing particularly Blankets. I have at the 
instance of their Commander agreed that they shall remain théere until 
Blankets arrive which have been sent for and are now coming on from Cin- 
Cinnati, The delay is productive of no injury to the Service “e the 
Contractors are not ready for them at Upper Sandusky and I Seay 
detachments in improving the roads in their front and rear. The Pennsyl- 
vania Brigade will arrive at Mansfield to day its march has been retarded 
by high Waters which has also subjected them to somelittle embarrassment on 
the score of provisions, They will proceed by the most direct route to upper 
Sandusky and be there joined by the Vigginia Troops. The road which 
was ordered to be opened to lower Sandusky by Gov. Meiggs hes not been 
effected through the obstruction of Gen Wadsworth, Indeed this old Gentle- 
man with the bestn intentions and animated by the most ardent partiotism 
has done much mischief. He has arrested Gen Beal for obeying the Governors 
Orders with respect to opening the road to Sandusky and is delaying the 
March of the Detachment under Gen Perkins for the purpose of trying him. 

Zo put a stop to his farther interferance I have procured en order from Gov. 


ligiggs to Gen Perkins no longer to regard the orders of Gen Wadsworth. 
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Col Morrison arrived here yesterday he is very uneasy upon the Subject 
ef funds for his Department. I fear that the expence of this H pedition 
will greatly exceed the calculations which have been made the erounds for 
the appropriations of funds for the Quarter Masters use. A Single fact 
will at once shew the difficulty ef the undertaking and the expence which 
will attend it. We are now purchasing corn here to be transported to upper 
Sandusky. Col. Morrison believes that it will it will require two Waggons 
with corn to support their own teams and one other with flour to that place 
and back again ~ And yet there must be e deposit there of grain for the support 
of all the Horses and oxen of the Ordnance Juarter Masters and Commissarys 
departments in the advance of the army from thence and which must amount to 
at least two tnousand. The object to be accomplished is however consid ered 
of great national importance and expence must not be regarded. The Govern- 
ment may Heaven be perfectly satisfied thet every dollar that is appropriated 
will be faithfully and as oconomically employed as possible, 

The long experience of Col Morrison in affairs of this kind is a pledge 
for the former as his high charact r as his high Character and unblemished 
reputation is for the latter. 

It wil be impossible to use the Dragoons in the advance to Detroit 
this Winter from the want of forage. I shal establish their cuarters in the 

heart of a settled Country where fawage is very cheap and employ them in 
desultory Expeditions In this manner they may be eminently useful, in a 
short time it will be an elegant Corps. Capt Hopkins has an hundred Men in 
his troop. Major Ball informs me that Capt Cummings is at Pittsburg with 8 


or 10. If he were to come on here with those and the Surplus of Hopkins's 
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a complete Troops could be formed for him, Will you be pleased to order 
him to do so? I am persuaded that a Body of Dragoons employed in the 
manner I have proposed will not only be more useful but more cconomical than 
Mounted Riflemen found in this Country 

I have the Honor &C 

Wilim Henry Harrison 

Er? 016 Mi rrison has just called and informed me that the Corn which hes 
been forwarded from this place to Delaware has averaged one dollar and fifty 


Cents per Bushel. 


WoHH. 


W. Hustis 


secy of War, 
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(No 21) Head Quarters Franklinton 


17th November 1812 


I have heard nothing since my last from Gen Tupper 

I have the honor to enclose you a letter lately received from Leitt 
Johnson the asst Deputy wuarter Master at Pittsburg. It is in answer to a 
complaint which I had equally made of wajor Stoddard Lieut Bryson and him- 
self upon my want of information as to the state of the supplies under their 
care and directing them to send me Weekly statements of every thing received 
forwarded and on hana. From both the other officers I received polite and 
satisfactory answers. Mr. Johnson alone has thought proper not cnly to be 
very insoltsai upon the occasion but instead of the Documents required to 
send me those of which copes are herewith Enclosed. One principal object 
with me in giving the instructions was to know when and where I might expect 
out articles which 1 wanted This information could not as you mey suppose 
could not be obtained by such remarks as he has made as “forwarded overland 
in part the residue to the ..outh of Scioto" and "part issued and part on 
hand." The fact is that at the time of receiving his communication I was 
unable to tell when I shouid send for certain articles which were much 
wanted. Gun Slings for instance was much wanted for the mounted Expedition. 
i knew that they had been at Fittsburg but was at a less to know whether I 
should send to Mansfied or to the Mouth of Scioto for them I know not what 
can be «r Johnsons motive for this Conduct but it is certain that if persisted 
in it cannot fail to do great Injury to the Service if not entirely defeat 


the campaign. He¥ cannot plead ignorance because he received as the Major informs 
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written instructions from Major Stoddard, I have been informed that Nr, 
Johnson without ever having seen me and before I had any Correspondence with 
him had been pleased to avupess the most unfriendly disposition towards me. 
I am however disposed to pass over his improper Conduct upon receiving assure 
ances that it will not be repeated. This decleration I suppose he will 
make upon his being informed by you that his continuance in a station so 
important to the army i command wili depend upon my view of the propriety 
with which he discharges its duties. 

I have the Honor éc¢ 

Wilim Henry Harrison 

Hon Willm Eustis Esaqr 


secy of War - 
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I have the Honur to enclose you Gen Tuppers report of his proceedings 


in his Expedition to the rapids. Altho the object which he had in view hes 
not bee: completely accomplished it is probable that the Enemy has been so 
much alarmed that they will abandon their object of taking away the Corn if 
they do not I have directed Gen Viinchester and Gen Perkins to ascertain the 
fact and dislodge them, 

From the Copies of your letter to tne President of the Cincinnati and 
Kentucky Banks received under Cover grom your office this aay 1 presume taat 
funds have been lodged in those institutions to meet the drafts authorised 
to be drawn upon them, This hes relieved Col Morrison from much Embarrasment 
and will enable him to provide the means of transportation for the army. 

I am sorry to tell you that all my calculations as to the Water trans- 
port upon the St Merys and Auglaize Rivers have failed. The Water was too 
low before the Boats and Perogues were ready our reliance must be now 
entirely upon pack Horses of which it will require three thousand. Arrange- 
ments are made for purchasing them immediately. Gen Winchester has exhibited 
charges against Genl, Tupper and has requested me to appoint the Court of 
enquiry for himself. It is to be regretted that he should think either necess- 
ary. I had however ordered Gen Tupper in arrest before I knew of his departure 
for the tapids and he did receive it until hés return, It will not be possible 
to have either the Court of inquiry or the Court Marti. l until the Army unites 
at the Rapids. Believing that my presence will be much more useful in the 


rear than in the Front of the army for some time I shall remain here probably 
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until the Troops of this Wing are ready to move to upper Sandusky, 


IL have the Honor to be &c 


Willm Henry Harrison 


rm 


f am very much gratified at the promotion of Capt Zachariah Taylor for 
his conduct at fort Harrison. Ferhaps however that Doctor Clark whose 
gallant conduct on that occasion deserved the highest commendation, will 
not esc pe the attention of the President. I have known him for & long 
time and am well convinced that he wouid do Honor to the Service. He hes 
been anxious to obtain an appointment in the line of the army and I hope such 
merit will not be overlooked I should have recommended him long since 
but from my fear that he would be opposed by Mr. Jennings. 

Capt William Priner cf the Indiana Militia who served with me in the 
Campaign on the Wabash was recommended by me for a Captaincy in the Army. 

I have thought proper to appoint him my Brigade Major, and as perhaps this 
may not be strictly proper, I must request from you the best appointment in 
the army which you can give hin, 

I have the Honor &c 

W.H.H, 


The Hon 


The Secy of War. 


95 


(No 23) Head Quarters 
Delaware lith December 1812 
mars 
I have appointed Mr John C Bartlett to do the duties of Field Commissary 
to receive and account for all the provisions which have been purchased 
for the U States Such an officer ### was indispensable. Mr. Clay will inform 
you of the high standing of Mr, Bartlett. The Contractors having entirely 
failed to make the deposit of provisions at Upper Sandusky or even to provide 
for the daily issuesto the Troops here and at that place I have been obliged 
to direct Mr Bartlett to supply the deficiencies by other Contracts which 
he has effected, The sums necessary will be raised by drafts on your Depart- 
ment to be charged to Major White Mr. Bartlett has entered inte Bond with 
security which will be forwarded in a dispatch which I shall forward 
Tomorrow. I have promised Mr. B the pay and Hmoluments of a D Quarter 
Master. 
I have the Honor to be &c 
Vin H. Harrison 


The Honble 


secy of War - 
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(No 24) Head Quarters Delaware 


December léth. 1812 


Since I had the honor to write to you on the Ultimo uvery exertion 
has been made and every Engine put into operation to procure and forward 
supplies for the Army to the advanced posts. The difficulties which 
have and which are still to be encountered in this business are almost 
insuperable but they are opposed with unabated firmness and Zeal. The 
greatest obstacle to our success is the want of forage which for this time 
we are obliged to bring from the Neighbourhood of Chillicothe at an immence 
expence which can scarcely be conceived. Genl. Perkins informs me that two 
men have lately arrived at his Camp from Detroit and from them he learnt - 
that the British had taken from the I“habitants of the Michigan Territory 
every thing which they deemed surplus provisions leaving the INhabitants 
scarcely enoughto live on. I fear too that they have taken all the Corn 
from the Rapids as neither Gen Winchester nor Gen Perkins have made any 
effectual attempts to interrupt them. Gen Perkins has been eble to save 
between two and three Mi#d##4# thousand Bushels of Corn at lower Sandusky, 
and there are persons actively employed at and above Cleveland procuring every 
thing that will answer for the sustenance of man or Beast as long as the lake 
remains open and hen it freeses upon Sleds which are preparing, -I réceived 
letters from St Marys under the date of the 1st of this Month. at that time 
the Waters were all in a navigable state Boats and Perogues were loading 
at St Marys and a number of others coming up the Auglaize to load at Tawa 


Town. Had the open weather continued but for a few days longer Gen 


WwW 


“wtnchester would have received from one thousand to fifteen hundred Barrels 


of flour by this, but I fear that the hard Frosts which we have had for some 
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days past will prevent the Boats from returning and possible the G:neral 

from descending to the Rapids to which he was directed immediately to 

proceed, Gen perkins is at lower Sandusky with all his Brigade. 4 Battallion 
of the Pennsylvania Troops reached upper Sandusky yesterday with the twenty 

one pieces of artillery brought on by Lieut Hukill. The sending them from 
Mansfield with two small was extremely injudicious upon the part of Gen 

Crooks, it directed another Xegiment to follov them butas they may not arrive 
for several daysI shall send on today some Companies of the Virginia Brigade 

and shall follow myseli the day after. The Virginia Brigade has been Hid 

here since the ultimo, they were detained for the want of Blankets which reached 
them only last ivening, But from the fai lure of the Contractors in providing 
the means of subsisting them at Sandusky they could not have marched unless 

the provisions purchased by the United States Commissary had been issued 

to them. Wajor Denny and his agents have not requitted themselves as they 
might have done. In upwards of two Months they have procured and forwarded o 
not more than eighteen hundred Barrels of Flour, The last accounts from 

the lake wre not very flattering. Seven or eight hundred Barrels were 

scattered in small parcels below Cleveland, a part of it has probably 

reached Sandusky but the severe Weather which we have had for some days has 

no doubt interrupted the navigation. 

f beg leave to call your attention to the Enclosed extract of a letter 
from Col Morrison. I fear that the Expences of this army will greatly exceed 
the calculations of the Government. The prodigious distruction of Horses 
can only be conceived by those who have been accustomed to military operations 
in a Wilderness in tha Winter Season. The fine Teams which arrived on the 


10th Inst at Sandusky with the Artillery are entirely worn down and two trips 
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from McArthurs Block House (our nearest Deposit to the Rapids) will 
completely destroy a Brigade of Pack Horses. Should I be able to get on 
one Million or even eight hundred thousand Rations of Flour at the Rapids 
and the VWeathexy i8 sever eneugh to Preage the straight the object of the 
Campaign can be accomplished. A few Horses would be sufficient to take 

on the supplies and Baggage upon the ice and if the Straight freeses I 
should be able to set down before Malden (without going to Detroit) in 

six days from my leaving the Rapids. If on the Contrary the Straight does 
not freeze (which is frequently the case) the difficulty of crossing will be 
very considerable and it will require much time to build Boats to effect 
the passage. All that could be done then would be the recovery of Detroit 
until late in February or perhaps the iiyddle of March. The Government will 
determine whether that object is of sufficient Hae hetwtise to induce them to 
bear the expence which will attend the prosecution of the Campaign at this 
Season. If there were not sone important political reason urging the re- 
covery of the Michigan Territory and the capture of Malden as soon as those 
objects can possibly be effected and that to accomplish them a few Yieeks 
sooner expence was to be disregarded, I should not hesitate to say that if 
a small proportion of the sums which will be expended in the “uerter Masters 
Department in the active prosecution of the Campaign during the Winter was 
devoted to the obtaining the command of Ha### Leke Erie, the wishes of the 
Government in their utmost extent could be accomplished without difficulty 
in the Months of April and May. Malden Detroit and Macinac would fall in 
rapid Succession. On the contrary all that can certainly promise to be 
accomplished during the Winter unléss the Straight should afford us a 


passage upon the ice is to recover Detroit. I must further observe that no 
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Military man would think of retaining Detroit, (Malden being in possession 
of fie Mneny) unless his army was at least twice as strong as the 

disposeable force of the Enemy. An army advancing to Detroit along a line of 
operation passing so near the principal force of the Enemy as to allow them 
access to it whenever they think proper must be covered by another army 

more considerable than the disposedble force of the inemy. I mention this 
circumstance to shew that the attack ought not to be directed Detroit but 
against Malden and that it depends upon the ice affording a safe passage 
across the Straight whether I shall be able to proceed in this ae BriemoL iene 
Detroit is not tenable. Were I to take it without having it in my power to 
occupy the opposite Shove I should be under the necessity of hiding the army 
in the adjacent Swamp to preserve it from the effect of the shot and shells 
which the Enemy would throw with impunity from the opposite Shore. This 
result is so obvious to every man who has the least military information that 
it appears to me as extraordinary as any other part of Genl. Hulls conduct 
that ne shouid chuse to defend Detroit rather than attack Mélden There is 
another circumstance, Sir, which will claim attention. Adamitti g that 
Malden and Detroit are both taken, Macinac and St Josephs will remain in 
the hands of the Enemy until we can create a force Capable of contending with 
the Vessels which the British have in lake “ichigan and which they will be 
enabled to maintain these as long as the Canoe route by grand river and lake 
Nissisin shall remain open and for six months after. 

I have conceived if proper sir, to lay these statements before ROUGe wee 
it should be asked why they were not made sooner I answer I answer that fees 
I was always sensible that these were great difficulties to be encountered 
in the accomplishment of the wishes of the President in relation to the 


a 


recovery of Detroit and the conquest of the adjacent part of Upper Canada 


. 
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in the manner proposed, I did not make sufficient allowance for the imbecility 
and inexperience of the public agents and the Villainy of the Contractors, 

I am still nowever very far from belieting that the Original is impracticable 
I believe on the contrary that it can be effected. And as I know that my 
personal fame is materially interested in its success in the manner first 
proposed, my feelings are all engaged in opposition to any delay. But I 
should illy deserve the confidence of the people Gr the President if I were 
capable of being influenced by a private consideration to withhold from 

the Government any statement which might throw light upon the operations of 
an army the success of which is so important to the Character as well as to 
the Interest of the Country. If it should be the determination ia disregard 
expence and push on the operations of the army in the manner that they have 
been commenced the President may rely upon the Exertions of the Troops which 
I shall «mplpx in the final effort. I shall be much disappointed if I ¢vannot 
select three or four thousand men from the army who will do as much as the 
same number of men in a similar state of discipline ever did do. If #H## this 
plag of acquiring the naval Superiority upoh the lakes before the attempt is 
made on Mialden or Detroit should be adopted I would place fifteen hundred 

Men in Cantonments at the Miami Rapids (Defiance would be better if the 
Troops had not advanced from thence) retain about one thousand more to be 
distributed in different Garrigons -accumulate provisions at St Marys Tava 
Town, upper Sandusky, Cleveland and Presqui isle, and employ the Dragoons 

end mounted Infantry in desultory expeditions against the Indians. The 
Villages south of lake Michigan might be struck with effect by making a 
Deposit of Corn and provision at Fort Wayne. Col Camcbell marched from 


Franklin wit the detachment destined to destroy the Miami Villages on the 
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were 
Ultimo. His Troops #### mounted and paid at Kenia and left Dayton on the 


9th Inst. TI have the Honor to enclose you an extract of a letter from him 

of the Ist descvibing describing his situation and prospects. There never was 
@ finer body of men. J also enclose the Orders given to him which I hope 

will meet with your approbation. 

f am much disappointed in the artillery which has been sent on. There 
are in all twenty eight pieces of which ten are six's and ten twelve pounderrs, 
the former are nearly useless, I had five before and if I had an hundied I 
should only take three or four with me. You will perceive by the return of 
Capt Gratiott which is enclosed that all the Carriages for the Howiteoey. 
and eight out of ten of those for the twelve pounders are unfit for use. 

Since I began this I have recd a letter from Cleveland. The Asst Quarter 
Master there has been very successful in procuring Forage Better News I 
Co..id scarcely have received, 

I have the Honor to be &c 

Willm Henry Harrison 
The Honbl 
W Hustis Esqr 
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(No. 25) Head Quarters Delaware 
13th December 18le 

at's 

I have the _onor to enclose you a list of the appointments which I have 
made of Staff Officers for the North Western Army Thelist of .uarter Masters 
was given by Col Morrison who informed me that he could not get through with 
the duties of his office without them until the supplies for the Army are 
all procured and the Army itself more concentrated, when he will have it in 
his power to dismiss half of them. I am clearly of opinion that these appoint- 
ments will not only promote the public service but will prove to have been 
proper of the score economy. in my letter of the llth I mentioned the appoint- 
ment of Mr Bartlett as Field Commissary. I Knew that there was no law 
authorizing expressly such an appointment, but as the provisions are purchased 
by the Commissary there must be some one to receive and issue them. If 
subordinate agents had been appointed at each post without a head to whom they 
should account the public would have been defrauded and the accounts have | 
exhibited a Chaos which could never have been understood or arranged. 
This officer will receive the provisions from all the purchasing agents He 
will so arrange them as to have a regular supply of all the articles that 
compose the ration at every place where they are issued. He will receive 
my orders for Deposits and will at all times be ready to lay b:fore me a 
complete view of the state of the supplies. WMr Bartlett is a man of talents 
wealth and reputable connections, 

Gov Shelby having applied to me to determin whether three Regiments of 
Volunteers that served under Gen Hopkins should be dismissed, I have 
directed it to be done, eect itins one Battallion which are to be retained and 


placed under the command of Col Russel. I have more militia than I want. 
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The Pennsylvania Brigade are under so much insubordination that if I were 
not afraid of wounding the reputation of the S+ate I would dismiss en Masse, 
But I shall certainly be obliged to dismiss a part of the Troops and t ose 
that are the least useful must be first sent off, 


tf have the Honor to be &c, 


Willm Henry Harrison 


Secy of War ~« 
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(No 26) Head Quarters Delaware 
l4th Dr. 1812 

as 

I neglected in my last to mention a circumstance which reflects much 
Honor on the bravery of the Shawanoe Chief Logan who has fallen a Victim to 
his Zeal for our cause. I had sent him with a reconnoitring party to the 
rapids of Miami they were so cclosely pursued by the Hostile i dians that 
they were obliged to seperate. Logan with two of his wen reached Gen 
Winthesters Camp from which he again proceeded towards the Rapids. They soon 
fell in with a re conholtr that vanty of the Enemy consisting of a British officer, 

‘ 

the Celebrated Potawattimie Chief Winimac and another Chief and three Men of 
the same Tribe. Logan had the address to persuade them they were Friends 
until he got an opportunity of at acking them to advantage when he sueceeded 
in killing the officer Winimac and the other Chief and one of the Warriors, 
Logan himself was shot through the Body and one of his men through the thigh 
They succeeded however in seizing the Horses of their Enemies with which in 
Tour Hours they rode twenty liiles to Gen Winchesters Camp where Logan 
expired on the following day with as much henoism according to the Generals 
“account, as ever was exhibited He has left a Wife and several Children under 
the Guaridanship of Major Hardin of the Kentucky Troops who has sent them 
to that state. JI have promised the Chiefs of the Tribe to recanmend them to 
the protection of the Government. 


f have received information that four or five hundred Indians have 


been placed by the British with considerable supplies in an old stackaded 


Work which was erected by a detachment of our Troops some years ago on Swan. 


4 


Creek below the “iami Rapids, I think it no difficult matter to cut of their 


retreat wi ha part of General “inchesters Command, unless the latter has 
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advanced to the Rapids and they have abandoned their position. I have not 
heard from the Genl for eignteen days, i shall go forward and send an Ex- 
press through the ey immediately, directing him if he has not reached the 
Kapids to March a Detachment to his left tovards the head of Swan Creek whilst 
his main body shall advance to the Rapids. ‘this position occupied by the 


I dians is a complete cul de Sac unless Swan Creek (which is fifteen deep 
for many wiles) is frozen over. I calculate on Colonel Camobells arrival at 
Mississiniway about this day. Never was there a finer time for such an 
Enterprize. Ory Weather, snow on the Grousd which will make it impossible 

‘ 
for the Enemy to sec ete themselves and the Moon in such a state as to 
permit night marching, 

New Contracts have been made for filling all the deficiencies of “white, 
and some others made for delivering flour at the Rapids. I have so many 
Engines in operation oon forwarding provisions that I scarcely believe it a 
possibility of our not having a sufficiency. 

fam Very Respectfully Your Huml,. Sevt 

Willm Henry Harrison 
Honbl 
William Eustis Esar 


Secy of War 
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(No 27) Head Quarters N W Army 


Upper Sandusky 2lst Decr 1812 


IT have the honor to enclose you a Copy of a letter received last 
Bvening from Major Bodly the acting Quarter Master to the left Wing of this 
Army by which you will perceive that all our hopes of getting on a large 
supply of provisionsand stores by the means of the Auglaize and St Marys 
have been disappointed b a sudden and uncommon freezing of these rivers 
vyhnen in the finist state for navigation, By a letter received from Gen 
Winchester of the 10th I learnalso that his last barrel of Flour had been 
issued to his Troops. They cannot however suffer much as the large supply 
sent down the Auglaize from Fort Amanda (Tawa Town) if they have not reached 
him could not be at any great distance from Defiance. The unfortunate 
freezing of those rivers has however obliged me to abandon all Idea of getting 
any assistance in accomplishing the final object from the msone of that 
Wing or the very large supplies which have been collected at Piqua and St 
Marys. I shall determine in the course of the day upon the propriety of 
dismissing the greater part of the Kentucky Troops and by redoubling m; 
exertions in this directicn prepare for the occupying the Miami Rapids and 
advancing to Malden with a force ## less than half of ast was first intended. 
They will however be chosen Spirits ana the Government may rely that what- 


ever success may attend us, the Honor of the American Arsm will at least be 


m 


supported. Ca,pt Gratiott has not yet goton nor have “~ heard any thing from 
him since he left Canton. Blankets and shoes are beginning to arrive and 
the Clothing for the reguiar Tpoops is coming up the Scioto. It will however 


be a considerable time before it can reach them. I have not heard of the 


oe 
wrk WM atetie bao |. bie aeeiee: 5 LR 
SI8f toed JalS ylewbase teqql | x ; 
328 


tasl bevisoot settel » 20 ¥qo0.4 wot seolone of toned sat evad I 


elds to gatW titel eat of tateaX Tagg ous) neh sng, Milt yibod sols siott ai eeys 
estal 6 so yatiseg te eeqod tue {Lo sant eviooteg Liiw voy doidw Ye. a 
avis’ +2 bos satalgua et to ansen edt yd eptote basencleiyorg to iacue 
novin saeit to gnigeest semmoow bis nebbue_s besalogqaseib nesd oved 

aod mort beviesst isi tel 6 yd pat senha tot etste telakt ady of 8 ochw 

need bat svolt to Lovred teak eid tedt oelsptael I dtOL odt to netesdontlt } 
ylaqque eptel ot 28 dove tellus tevewon fonnso geil .eqoo%T ein of bsuael 
betoset ton ovad ysnt th. (nwoT awaT) sbhaemA t40% mort ostalgua sdt awob tase 
es acuso te oil ,eensite moti sonatato testg wis £46 0 Joa Siuoe itd 
anittes to aebl {is aobasds of om begildo tevevod wad etevis e2ons Yo gnisestt 
adi to eqoorT et mort tostdo, Lanlt. ony gnidailqaooos, nt eousteless Yas 

#2 bas guotS ta besosiloo used svad doidw aeliqque. egtel view ent to 30th 

to ytelxqotd edt soqu yab edt bilan sit at emteteseb L[f{ed2 I .eytal 

ym pailduobet yd bas eqootT ydowsaed eft to Itaq tetsety sds anteatmale 

bas ebiqeh imar ert yniyquooo eds tot eraqetd moitoe &b efds nd enc térexe ry 
.bebnetnt tetit eaw gadw to tian oandt eeol Gh eovot s déiwv asbisk of galonevbe 
~tadw tadz ylet yem Jaematevod efit ona et trtqe mpeodo sd tevewod Iiiw yet 

ed gesel te [Llw math neoizemA edt ‘to 10n0H git ,eu bnetts tana 28 89 9U% 18vo 
mot: gaidt yas breed * eva ton sotog Tey Joa sad tdotsei Iq, 59 ossioqaua 
bas evixta of gainaiged e1s ees0ds bis udodnet® 2f0F0380 tel ost shinai mes iq 
sev ewout [ftw 32 .ototed eit qu gains as scoot ~8.uget edt 10% anedtoLo ets 
efit to bused gon oy at <I .medz doaet 30 ad estoted nts afdeebtesce oie | 


eo i, so oe ' 
; oh Lig i ao a by, eo) a 
‘ i s wi a0 TRS Cite |. ian 
j Ts aon ane uly < yo hy ;" 7 
J i ae ahs Peed ts! en, yee” 
‘ vy. pL yy ‘i ie AM | ee 5 oy 6 De ¢ i 
'y? OA) Mea Oi ‘(me Pidy py: le oe 


ssieineeemeheinetndiammnememeneennmmaecenmernpmmaemedine merettae tener oenenzareeetne eee TE eT eT a ae 


107 


Woolen overalls and Jackets (so long ago ordered by you in Philadelphia) 
have reached Pittsburg. The wu litie are many of them are naked and some 
Corps from that cause remarkably sickly. Gen Tupper reports two hundred and 
sixty our of seven hundred to be unfit for duty in his Brigade. 

+ had neglected to inform you that on the 18th of November I accepted 
of the resignation of Ensign Daniel D Armstrong and in the 4th Inst that of 
Ensign John & Morgan both of the 19th Regt. The former was charged with 
crimes for which he would have been cashiered. His you a and inexperience 
and the intercession of Gov Meigs induced me to suffer nim to resign. 

I have the “onot &¢ 
(Ed, Then this part of a letter is thrown in:) 

Campbell had learnt from one of the Prisoners that Tecumseh was onthe 

Wabash not more than eighteen Miles below our Troops with Six hundred Werriors. 
If this should be the case I entertain some apprehension for the safety 

cf our detachment on its return encumbered as it is with wounded and 

Prisoners. Bighty or ninety Ohio “slitia however marched from Greenville on 
the 20th. Inst to reinforce Col, Campbell and his original command merits 

the approbation he bestows upon it. The Capt Pierce who was killed commanded 

a Troopof Dragoons fvom this State, Lieut Walby belonged to the Troop of 

Twelve Months Dragoons from Pennsylvania, and Capt Trotter of the Kentucky 
Dragoons ot distinguished himselfin my aid de Camp whom I permitted at his 


desire to head his Troop upon this commend, 


End of 1812 
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